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PUBLIC  HEALTH  AND  MATERNITY  AND  CHILD 

WELFARE  COMMITTEE. 


The  following  Members  of  the  City  Council  served  on  the 
Public  Health  and  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee  during 
the  year : — 

Chairman :  Alderman  F.  D.  Baxter. 

Vice-Chairman  :  Councillor  (Mrs.)  L.  Brock. 

Aldermen  (Mrs.)  C.  H.  Daymond,  H.  Porter,  A.  E,  Travers-Stubbs. 

Councillors  A.  H.  Crimp,  (Mrs.)  J.  Marshall,  R.  C.  Ray,  S.  Robins, 
F.  E.  Sparrow,  R.  A.  Smith,  H.  E.  Williams. 


EDUCATION  COMMITTEE. 

Chairman  :  Councillor  E.  S.  Leatherby. 

Vice-Chairman  :  Councillor  L,  W.  Spear. 

Aldermen  J.  L.  Cornish,  (Mrs.)  C.  H.  Daymond,  H.  G.  Mason,  J.P., 
R.  R.  Oke  and  W.  H.  Weston. 

Councillors  F.  J.  Collier,  L.  F.  Paul,  H.  J.  Perry,  j.p.,  S.  W.  R. 
Pettett,  H.  G.  Phillips,  (Mrs.)  J.  Pook,  S.  C.  Potter,  G.  P.  Ross, 
H.  S.  Sangwell,  R.  A.  Smith,  A,  G.  H.  Thatcher,  S.  L.  Gould, 
A.  L.  Strachan,  b.a. 

Mrs.  B.  Bull,  Mrs.  C.  R.  Cload,  Mrs.  F.  Johns,  and  Miss  W.  Drake. 
The  Rev.  J.  H.  McDonald,  the  Rev.  R.  J.  W.  Morris. 

Messrs.  W.  J.  S.  Morrell,  F.  Clements,  C.  G.  Palmer  and  R.  A.  Smith. 

Medical  Treatment  Sub-Committee. 

Chairman  :  Councillor  H.  J.  Perry,  j.p. 

Alderman  (Mrs.)  C.  H.  Daymond. 

Councillors  E.  S.  Leatherby,  L.  F.  Paul,  H.  G.  Phillips,  (Mrs.)  J. 
Pook,  G.  P.  Ross  and  S.  L.  Gould. 

Mrs.  C.  R.  Cload  and  Miss  W.  Drake. 

Messrs.  W.  J.  S.  Morrell,  C.  G.  Palmer  and  R.  A.  Smith. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  AUTHORITY. 


Medical — Whole-time  . 

T.  Peirson,  M.D.,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p.,  d.p.h.,  Medical  Officer  of  Health  ; 
General  Medical  Superintendent,  City  Hospitals  ;  Port  Medical 
Officer  ;  School  Medical  Officer. 

W.  N.  M.  Mason,  m.d.,  d.p.h.,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p.,  Deputy  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  ;  Senior  Assistant  Port  Medical  Officer ; 
Medical  Superintendent,  Mount  Gold  Hospital.  (On  active 
service — July,  1943). 

H.  T.  Chatfield,  m.c.,  m.b.,  d.p.h.,  Clinical  Tuberculosis  Officer. 

D.  F.  Johnstone,  l.r.c.p.,  m.r.c.s.,  d.p.h.,  Medical  Superintendent, 
Isolation  Hospital ;  Venereal  Diseases  Medical  Officer. 

Marion  Smellie,  m.a.,  m.b.,  d.p.h..  Senior  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Medical  Officer. 

Mildred  A.  Thynne,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p.,  d.p.h.,  Assistant  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  Medical  Officer. 

Iris  V.  I.  Ward,  m.d..  Assistant  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Medical 
Officer.  (Resigned,  June,  1942.) 

Marjorie  Smith  Wilson,  m.b.,  ch.b.,  d.p.h.,  Assistant  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  Medical  Officer.  (Commenced,  June,  1942.) 

M.  S.  Harvey,  m.b.,  d.p.h.,  Assistant  M.  and  C.W.  and  School 
Medical  Officer.  (On  active  service.) 

H.  B.  Boucher,  m.b.,  b.s.,  f.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p.,  Assistant  Port  Medical 
Officer.  (On  active  service.) 

A.  T.  Bettinson,  l.r.c.p,  m.r.c.s.,  Medical  Superintendent,  Did- 
worthy  Sanatorium. 

G.  E.  Larks,  m.b.,  ch.m.,  f.r.c.s.,  (Eng.  and  edin.),  Medical  Super¬ 
intendent,  City  (General)  Hospital.  (On  active  service). 

W.  Warren,  m.a.,  m.b.,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p.,  Deputy  Medical  Super¬ 
intendent,  City  (General)  Hospital.  (On  active  service.) 

T.  H.  Harrison,  m.b.,  l.m.s.s.a.,  d.p.h..  Senior  School  Medical  Officer. 

G.  B.  Carter,  m.b.,  d.p.h.,  Assistant  School  Medical  Officer.  (On 
active  service). 

Christina  Thomson,  m.b.,  d.p.h.,  Assistant  School  Medical  Officer. 

Megan  E.  Wilkinson,  m.b.,  ch.b.,  Assistant  School  Medical  Officer. 

/ 

(Temp.). 

3  Resident  Medical  Officers,  City  (General)  Hospital. 

1  Resident  Medical  Officer,  Isolation  Hospital. 

1  Resident  Medical  Officer,  Mount  Gold  Hospital. 
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Dental  Surgeons — Whole-time. 

A.  Maughan,  m.c.,  l.d.s.  ;  E.  R.  Williams,  l.d.s.  ;  Miss  N.  Johnson, 
b.d.s.  ;  F.  J.  Gray,  l.d.s.  (On  active  service). 

Medical — Part-time. 

Consulting  Physicians : — 

W.  A.  Lister,  m.b.,  m.r.c.p.,  (London),  (On  active  service). 

T.  A.  A.  Hunter,  b.a.,  m.b.,  m.r.c.p.  (london).  (On  active 
service) . 

T.  H.  Shore,  b.a.,  m.d.,  f.r.c.p.,  m.r.c.s. 

Consulting  Surgeons  :■ — 

L.  W.  Innes,  n.b.,  f.r.c.s.,  (ed.). 

E.  F.  Wilson,  f.r.c.s. 

Orihopcedic  Surgeons : — 

N.  Capener,  f.r.c.s. 

C.  M.  Kennedy,  f.r.c.s. 

G.  J.  Lillie,  f.r.c.s. 

Consulting  Gynaecologists : — 

Mabel  Ramsay,  m.d.,  f.r.c.s.  (ed.),  d.p.h. 

J.  W.  G.  H.  Riddell,  m.c.,  m.d.,  f.r.c.s.  (ed.). 

Pathologist : — 

E.  Wordley,  m.c.,  m.d.,  f.r.c.p. 

Consulting  Opthalmolo gists 

W.  H.  Davis,  l.r.c.p.,  m.r.c.s. 

C.  B.  F.  Tivy  m.b.  m.ch. 

W.  S.  Burr,  m.b.,  f.r.c.s.  (ed.),  d.o.m.s. 

Consulting  Laryngologists  and  Otologists  : — 

C.  S.  C.  Prance,  m.b.,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p. 

R.  Howarth,  m.d.,  f.r.c.s.  (ed.),  d.l.o.  (On  active  service.) 

Consulting  Radiologist : — 

A.  Craig  Mooney,  m.b.,  d.m.r.e. 

Consulting  Anaesthetists : — 

S.  G.  Xrlam,  l.r.c.p.,  m.r.c.s. 

C.  H.  Hutchinson,  M.A.,  m.b. 

S.  Hawkes,  m.b. 

T.  X.  P.  Murphy,  m.d.,  b.sc.  (On  active  service.) 
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District  Medical  Officers 
Plymouth : — 

C.  Hutchinson,  M.A.,  m.b. 

T.  Wood,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p.  (On  active  service.) 

J.  E.  Harford,  m.b.,  b.ch.,  d.p.h. 

F.  N.  Adams,  m.a.,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c-.p. 

Devonport : — 

J.  N.  Morris,  l.r.c.p.,  m.r.c.s. 

G.  A.  Pratt,  l.r.c.p.,  m.r.c.s. 

F.  W.  Kent,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p.  (On  active  service.) 
O.  N.  Morris,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p. 

StonehoUse : — 

J.  Simpson- White,  o.b.e.,  m.b. 

Public  V accinators  : — ■ 

Plymouth  and  Stonehouse  : — 

J.  Simpson- White,  o.b.e.,  m.b. 

Devonport : — 

J.  N.  Morris,  l.r.c.p.,  m.r.c.s. 
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To  the  Lord  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Councillors  of  the 
City  of  Plymouth. 


I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for 
the  year  1942. 

The  health  of  the  City  during  the  year  has  on  the  whole  been 
good,  and  for  the  fourth  year  of  war,  remarkably  good.  The  popula¬ 
tion  of  the  City  as  estimated  by  the  Registrar-General  was  127,300 
as  compared  with  220,800  in  1939. 

The  Plymouth  birth  rate  of  22.12  is  the  highest  recorded  since 
1920,  when  it  was  26.3.  If,  however,  the  population  is  estimated 
too  low,  this  would  naturally  render  the  birth  rate  incorrectly  high. 
The  total  number  of  births  during  1942  was  2,817  as  compared 
with  1,965  in  1941  and  3,620  in  1940. 

The  feeding  and  housing  of  the  people  are  two  essential  elements 
of  a  sound  public  health.  Owing  to  cessation  of  house  construction 
and  repairs,  the  standard  of  housing  conditions  is  naturally  de¬ 
teriorating,  and  much  work  is  being  accumulated  for  attention 
after  the  war. 

The  state  of  nutrition  of  the  population,  particularly  of  the 
child  population,  appears  good.  One  would  however,  expect  much 
greater  use  to  be  made  of  two  schemes  instituted  in  war-time, 
namely  school  meals  and  the  issue  by  the  Ministry  of  Food  through 
Infant  Welfare  Centres  and  Food  Offices,  of  fruit  juice  and  cod  liver 
oil.  By  the  end  of  the  year  the  average  number  of  school  meals 
was  2,717  or  17.91  per  cent  of  the  school  population. 

The  Milk-in-Schools  Scheme  on  the  other  hand  is  extremely 
successful,  something  like  89  per  cent  of  school  children  taking  milk 
at  school.  From  the  inception  of  this  milk  scheme,  nothing  but 
pasteurised  milk  has  been  approved  for  this  purpose  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health. 

There  is  an  indication  at  last  that  some  measure  of  compul¬ 
sory  power  is  to  be  granted  to  enable  the  milk  supply  of  large  towns 
to  be  rendered  safe  by  pasteurisation.  For  a  country  with  so  en¬ 
lightened  a  public  health  outlook,  this  action  is  long  overdue,  and 
cannot  be  avoided  if  a  genuine  effort  is  to  be  made  to  overcome 
the  problem  of  Tuberculosis. 
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In  England  and  Wales  there  are  about  1,500  to  2,000  deaths 
a  year  from  Tuberculosis  of  bovine  origin.  About  5  to  10  per  cent 
of  farms  in  this  country  are  sending  out  milk  containing  tubercle 
bacilli,  and  very  many  supplies  from  various  sources  are  now  bulked. 
There  has  been  much  controversy  about  compulsory  pasteurisation, 
but  it  is  generally  accepted  that  the  only  practicable  method  at 
present  of  ensuring  that  the  milk  supplied  to  the  population  (and 
in  particular  the  children)  is  free  from  disease-producing  organisms, 
is  by  some  form  of  heat  treatment,  of  which  pasteurisation,  if  carried 
out  under  proper  conditions,  is  undoubtedly  the  most  satisfactory. 
In  Plymouth  79.15  per  cent  of  the  milk  is  heat  treated. 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  I  take  the  opportunity  of  recording 
my  appreciation  of  the  loyal  work  of  my  staff,  including  the  per¬ 
sonnel  of  the  Civil  Defence  Casualty  Services. 

1  am,  My  Lord  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

T.  PEIRSON, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health . 

Seven  Trees,  Lipson  Road, 

Plymouth. 

July,  1943. 


* 
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Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area 

1942 

Area  .  (Land  and  inland  water)  9,515  acres. 

Rateable  value  of  the  City 
Sum  represented  by  Penny  rate 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  civilian  population  (1942)  127,300 


Live  Births. 

Total, 

M. 

F. 

Legitimate  . . . 

2617 

1327 

1290 

Birth-rate  per  1,000 

Illegitimate  ... 

200 

108 

92 

of  the  estimated 

civilian  population 

2817 

1435 

1382 

=22.12 

Stillbirths. 

Legitimate  . . . 

80 

47 

33 

Still-birth  rate  per 

Illegitimate  ... 

7 

5 

2 

1,000  total  (live  and 

still)  births =29.95 

87 

52 

35 

Deaths  under  1  year 

1 — — 

Legitimate  . . . 

135 

75 

60 

Death-rate  of  mfants 

Illegitimate  ... 

11 

7 

4 

under  one  year 

=51.82 

Total 

146  " 

82 

64 

All  deaths 

1976 

1049 

927 

Death-rate  per  1,000 

of  estimated 
population —15.51. 


Death-rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 

All  infants  per  1 ,000  live  births  (T otal  deaths  146)...  5 1 .82 

Legitimate  infants  per  1 ,000  legitimate  live  births  ...  51.5 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  55.0 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  (headings  29  and  30  of  the  Registrar- 
General’s  Short  List)  : —  Rate 

per  1,000  total 
Deaths .  (live  and  still) 

No.  29.  Puerperal  and  post-abortive  births. 

sepsis  ...  ...  ...  2  0.69 

No.  30.  Other  maternal  causes  ...  8  2.75 


3.44 


^  Not  available. 
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FacUities*7  The  following  tables  show  the  bacteriological  and 

pathological  work  carried  out  for  the  City  at  the 
Prince  of  Wales’s  (Greenbank)  Hospital,  Plymouth. 


Spu turns  for  Tubercle  . .  . .  . .  . .  1534 

Swabs  for  Diphtheria  . .  . .  . .  . .  3567 

Bacteriological  Counts  on  Milk  . .  . .  . .  848 

,,  ,,  Other  Food  . .  . .  7 

,,  ,,  Waters  . .  . .  . .  502 

Hairs  for  Ringworm  . .  . .  . .  . .  48 

Bacteriological  Examinations  for  Infectious  diseases — 

Urines  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  125 

Puerperal  and  Misc.  Swabs  . .  . .  . .  126 

Blood  Counts  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  69 

Blood  Agglutinations  . .  . .  . .  . .  .16 

C.S.F.  Examinations  . .  . .  . .  .  .  32 

Sections  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  8 

Animal  Inoculations  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Miscellaneous  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  104 

Faeces  Examinations  . .  . .  . .  . .  37 


Total  . .  . .  7024 


For  V.D.  Clinics— 

Wasserman  and  Kahns  . .  . .  . .  1942 

Gonococci  . .  .  /  . .  . .  2188 

Others  (G.C.F.T.,  Urines,  C.S.F.)  ..  ...  257 

Vaccines  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  •  1 


Total  . .  . .  4388 


For  Medical  Practitioners — 

Wassermann  and  Kahns  ...  ...  ...  134 

Gonococci  .,.  ...  ...  ...  35 


Total  ,..  ...  169 

For  Other  Hospitals — 

Wassermann  and  Kahns  ...  ...  ...  78 

Gonococci  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

C  S  F  1 

Gonococcal  Fixation  Tests  ...  ...  ...  5 

Total  ...  ...  100 
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City  Hospital — 

Microscopical  Examinations  on  Morbid  Tissues. .  182 

Bacteriological  Examinations  . .  . .  852 

Blood  Counts  . .  . .  . .  . .  647 

Biochemical  Examinations  ..  ..  ..  1184 

Sputums  for  Tubercle  . .  . .  . .  351 

Ascheim  Zondek  Examinations  . .  . .  4 

Agglutinations  . .  . .  . .  . .  10 

G.C.  (Smears)  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

Wassermanns  and  Kahns  . .  . .  . .  354 

(C.S.F.)  Wassermanns  . .  . .  . .  15 

Gonococcal  Fixation  Tests  . .  . .  . .  10 


Total  ..  ..  3640 


Grand  Total  . .  15,321 
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POOR-LAW  MEDICAL  OUT-RELIEF  WORK. 


The  following  table  shows  the  work  done  by  the  District 
Medical  Officers : — 


District 

No.  of  visits  to 
Patients'  Homes 

Attendances  at 
Surgery 

1 

350 

950 

2 

136 

464 

3 

234 

445 

4 

142 

375 

5 

482 

719 

6 

442 

683 

7 

186 

247 

8 

340 

1200 

9 

102 

108 

Totals 

2414 

5191 

/ 
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DEATHS— ALL  CAUSES,  1942 


i 


Births. 


Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 

Report  of  Senior  Assistant  Medical  Officer, 

The  live  birth-rate  for  1942  is  22.12  per  1,000  of 
the  estimated  civilian  populat'on  (127,300.)  This 
is  5.69  more  than  last  year’s  rate.  The  number  of  allocated  births 
is  364  more  than  last  year,  and  the  estimated  decrease  in  the 
population  is  22,000. 

Total  live  births  (legitimate  and  Notified  Registered  Allocated 


illegitimate) 

2320 

2345 

2817 

Total  stillbirths  (legitimate  and 

illegitimate) 

85 

85 

87 

Total  births 

2405 

2430 

2904 

Illegitimate  births  —live 

68 

69 

200 

stillbirths 

2 

2 

7 

Total ... 

70 

71 

207 

No.  of  births  notified  by  doctors  and  parents 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

283 

No.  of  births  notified  by  midwives 

•  •  • 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

2122 

2405 

PLACE  OF  CONFINEMENT. 

Own  home  by  municipal  midwife  .... 

Own  home  by  municipal  midwife  with  doctor 
Own  home  by  private  midwife 
Own  home  by  private  midwife  with  doctor 
Own  home  by  T.T.N.A.  district  midwife  .... 


633 

109 

38 

8 

291 


Own  home  by  T.T.N.A.  district  midwife  with  doctor  105 


Own  home  by  Alexandra  district  midwife 
Own  home  by  Alexandra  district  midwife 

with 

10 

doctor 

.... 

1 

Doctors'  District  cases 

.... 

61 

Alexandra  Maternity  home  by  midwife  .... 
Alexandra  maternity  home  by  midwife 

with 

698 

doctor  ^...  ....  v.. 

.... 

147 

City  hospital  by  midwife 

.... 

130 

City  hospital  by  midwife  with  doctor 

.... 

63 

Private  nursing  homes — doctor 

84 

Prince  of  Wales's  hospital,  Greenbank 

. . . . 

12 

Prince  of  Wales's  Hospital,  Devonport  .... 

.... 

15 

Total 

.... 

2405 

1256  Confinements  at  home 

— 

52.23% 

1149  Confinements  in  institutions 

47.77% 

2405 
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Infant 

Mortality. 


Number  of  deaths  under  one  year,  146. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  is  51.8  per  thousand 


allocated  births. 

Data  are  not  available  for  the  calculation  of  the  neo-natal 
mortality  rate,  but  83  (or  56.89%)  of  the  146  deaths  were  due  to 
prenatal  and  natal  causes. 

Respiratory  diseases  account  for  20%,  digestive  for  10%  and 
infectious  diseases  for  2.79%  of  the  total. 

The  relative  increase  in  the  percentage  of  deaths  due  to  digestive 
diseases  is  a  warning  sign. 


Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 


Where  treated 

Noti¬ 

fied 

Home 

Royal  Eye 
Infirmary 

Royal  Eye 
Infirmary 
and  City 
Hosptial 

Vision 

unim¬ 

paired 

Vision 

im¬ 

paired 

Vision 

lost 

Deaths 

7 

1 

5 

1 

1 

— 

Five  cases  occurred  in  the  practice  of  district  midwives  and 
two  in  maternity  homes. 

One  district  case  was  very  mild  in  type,  one  of  moderate  severity 
and  the  remaining  five,  all  severe  cases.  The  gonococcus  was 
found  to  be  present  in  three  cases.  The  date  of  onset  was  as  follows  : 
third  day,  sixth  day,  seventh  day,  tenth  day  and  fourteen  day 
(three  cases). 

As  the  result  of  prompt  and  skilful  treatment  there  was  no 
impairment  of  vision  in  any  case. 
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Child  Life 
Protection. 


Ths  Health  Visitors  acting  as  Child  Life  Protection 
Officers  paid  139  home  visits  during  1942. 


Foster-Parents. 


No.  on  Register,  1st  January,  1942 

— 

15 

New  registrations  during  the  year 

.... 

9 

24 

Removals  from  Register  during  the  year 

.... 

4 

On  Register  at  end  of  year 

• 

.... 

20 

Foster-Children. 

No.  on  Register,  1st  January,  1942 

, . . .  .... 

17 

Notifications  of  children  received  during  the  year 

18 

35 

Removals  from  Register  during  the  year — 

Adopted 

1 

Over  age 

2 

Returned  to  care  of  relatives 

7 

Evacuated  to  residential  nurseries  by  own 

parents  .... 

3 

Total  removals  from  Register 

... 

13 

On  Register  at  end  of  the  year 

...  ,,,, 

22 

The  present  opportunities  for  more  remunerative  work  have 
made  it  more  difficult  than  usual  to  obtain  foster-mothers. 

It  has  been  possible  to  evacuate  to  residential  nurseries  a 
number  of  illegitimate  children  who  would  normally  have  gone  to 
foster-homes. 

The  health  of  our  foster-children  has  been  good  throughout 
the  year. 

17 
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The  three  Health  Visitors  seconded  in  1941  for 
Healdi  Visiting.  wor^  ^  Counties  of  Cornwall  and  Devon  had 

all  returned  to  Plymouth  by  July,  1942. 


Summary  of  visits  paid  during  the  year 


Births 

*  .  . 

...  2430 

1st  year  visits 

•  .  « 

...  6103 

1st  visits,  1-5  years 

906 

Re-visits,  1-5  years 

...  13954 

1st  ante-natal  visits  _ 

...  331 

Re-ante-natal  visits 

404 

Visits  re  infectious  diseases  ... 

135 

Child  life  protection  visits 

139 

Miscellaneous  visits 

...  1509 

25911 

The  135  visits  in  connection  with  infectious  diseases  are  rhade 
up  as  follows  : — 


Ophthalmia  neonatorum  visits  ...  ...  ...  12 

Whooping-cough  ,,  ...  ...  ...  46 

Measles  ,,  ...  ...  ...  18 

Enteritis  ...  ...  ...  7 

Pemphigus  ,,  ...  ...  ...  5 

Puerperal  fever  „  ...  ...  ...  I 

Poliomyelitis  ,,  ...  ...  ...  1 

Cerebro  spinal  meningitis  , ,  ...  ...  ...  33 

Scabies  ,,  ...  ...  ...  12 


135 


At  the  end  of  the  yeai  there  were  8,351  children  under  five, 
for  eleven  Health  Visitors  to  visit,  2,783  being  under  one  year. 
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iiil  i  tllfcij 
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Totals. 

668 

2108  (1646  1st) 

1891  (500  1st) 

3999  (2146  1st) 

1554 

2149 

3703 

17306 

7442 

24748 

9102 

approx.  37.0  j 

1123 

42 

154 

2491 

Effoyd. 

50 

135  (96  1st) 

110  (19  1st) 

245(115  1st 

128 

100 

228 

1060 

481 

1541 

612 

r— t 

i— < 

T— < 

l  i 

St.  Budeaux 

104 

288  (198  1st) 

216  (  54  1st) 

504  (252  1st) 

176 

315 

491 

2147 

960 

3107 

775 

I 

30  s 

90 

I  I 

Honic- 

knowle. 

52 

98  (69  1st) 

94 (  30  1st) 

Cfi 

CD 

<N 

cr> 

T— < 

!  65 

136 

201 

824 

397 

1221 

405 

23 

1  ! 

Peverell. 

50 

192(121 1st) 

86  (25  1st) 

+-> 

m 

cr> 

r-* 

00 

l> 

•JO  ^ 

oo 

259 

1597 

560 

2157 

572 

43.7 

39 

1  1 

Wolscley 

Hall. 

49 

262  (200  1st) 

145  (  48  1st) 

W 

co 

cq 

o 

•’if 

172 

188 

360 

1798 

492 

2290 

792 

| 

46.4  1 

110 

1  i 

Q 

104 

242  (168  1st) 

340  (  89  1st) 

582  (257  1st) 

131 

397 

528 

1531 

1023 

2554 

1274 

24.7 

108 

i 

11 

Beaumont 

Hut. 

157 

620  (574  1st) 

570  (120  1st) 

1190  (6941st 

524 

598 

1122 

6452 

2120 

8572 

3109 

55 

519 

!  1 

1- 

102 

271  (220  1st) 

330  (115  1st) 

601  (335  1st) 

173 

341 

r- 1 

m 

1897 

1409 

3306 

1563 

32 

122 

42 

154 

No.  of  sessions  held  . . . 

No  of  babies  entered 

on*  register  ... 

No.  of  children  entered 
on  register  ... 

Total 

No.  remaining  on  regis¬ 

ter  on  31st  Dec.,  1942 
Babies 

Children 

Total 

No.  of  babies  weighed 
and  mothers  advised 
No.  of  children  weighed 
and  mothers  advised 
Total 

Doctors'  consultations 

Average  attendances 
per  session  ... 

Dressings  done 

Sewing  classes  held 
Total  attendances 

Attendances  at  Clinics 
by  Health  Visitors  . . . 
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The  Play  Circle  was  re-opened  at  Beaumont  Hut  i 
Centre  on  2nd  September,  1942,  under  the  super¬ 
vision  of  Mrs.  Hamley  who  gives  her  services  voluntarily. 


Observation 
Play  Circle. 


Supervision  Number  notifying  their  intention  to  practise  47 
of  Midwives  J  °  r 

On  Register  at  end  of  year  ...  ...  47 

Municipal  (including  Asst.  Supervisor  of  Midwives)  14 

In  private  practice  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

T  T  N  A  t  c 

Alexandra  Maternity  Home  .  10 

City  Hospital  .  3 

'H 

47 


Municipal  In  January,  the  municipal  staff  consisted  of  eight 

Domiciliary 

Midwifery  midwives  and  a  supervisor.  During  the  year  the 

two  midwives  who  had  been  evacuated  to  Cornwall 
returned  to  Plymouth  and  in  November,  two  new  appointments 
were  made,  thus  bringing  the  staff  up  to  twelve  midwives  by  the 
end  of  the  year. 


Municipal  midwives  attended  the  following  number  of  cases  : — 

As  midwives  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  592 

As  maternity  nurses  ...  ...  ...  ...  100 

-  692 

Relief  midwives  for  the  department  attended: — 

As  midwives  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  41 

As  maternity  nurses  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

- 50 

742 
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No.  of  cases  booked  ...  . .  ...  ...  858 

No.  of  ante-natal  visits  paid  by  midwives  ...  3038 

No.  of  ante-natal  clinic  visits  paid  by  mid  wives  ...  149 

No.  of  patients  transferred  to  the  City  Hospital 

for  confinement  ....  ....  ....  .  12 

No.  of  patients  transferred  to  the  City  Hospital 

after  confinement  (including  3  emergencies)  ...  8 

No.  of  patients  transferred  to  the  Royal  Eye 

Infirmary  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

No.  of  miscarriages  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

No.  of  emergency  miscarriages  ...  ...  ...  1 

No.  of  emergency  deliveries  ...  ...  ...  45 


In  addition  to  the  above  : — • 

The  Three  Towns  Nursing  Association  attended  396  district  cases. 
The  Alexandra  Nurses  „  10  „  „ 

Private  Midwives  „  46  „  „ 


The  fees  collected  by  municipal  midwives  during  1942  amounted 
to  £1,177  17s.,  leaving  £268  14s.  6d.  to  be  collected  by  the  City 
Treasurer. 


Home  Helps.  During  1942,  four  women  were  employed  as  home 

helps  and  attended  nineteen  cases  at  a  cost  to  the 
City  of  £4  10s.  7d. 


£  s.  d. 

Paid  in  wages  and  travelling  expenses  26  15  7 
Amount  recovered  .  ...  22  5  0 

£4  10  7 


This  is  a  decrease  of  £61  5s.  3d.  on  the  previous  year's 
expenditure. 

In  connection  with  this  service,  Health  Visitors  paid  35  visits. 
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Ante-natal 

Clinics. 


At  the  beginning  of  the  year  10  sessions  were  being 
held  each  week,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  11. 

The  following  tables  summarises  the  work  :  — 
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Mortality  There  were  ten  deaths  due  to  pregnancy  and  child¬ 

birth  belonging  to  Plymouth,  giving  a  maternal 
mortality  rate  of  3.44  per  1,000  allocated  births  (puerperal  sepsis, 
0.69  ;  other  causes,  2.75). 


Deaths  due  to  Pregnancy  and  Childbirth,  12 ;  (belonging  to 
Plymouth,  10). 


Causes —  H 

Sepsis  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Toxaemia  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Eclampsia  ...  ...  ...  1 

Haemorrhage  ...  ...  ...  3 

Obstetric  shock  ...  ...  ...  1 

Pulmonary  embolism  ...  ...  1 

Cerebral  embolism  ...  ...  1 


12 


Total  Puerperal  Mortality. 


England  j 

ind  Wales 

Plymouth 

Year 

Per  1,000  live 
births 

Per  1,000  total 
births 

(Live  and  Still) 

Per  1,000  live 
births 

Per  1,000  total 
births 

(Live  and  Still) 

1928 

4-42 

4-25 

6-04 

1929 

4-33 

4-16 

4-98 

■ — 

1930 

4-40 

4-22 

6-43 

— 

1931 

4-11 

3-94 

— 

2*81 

1932 

4*21 

4-04 

— 

5*58 

1933 

4-51 

4*32 

■ — 

5-95 

1934 

4*60 

4-42 

— 

4-2 

1935 

4-10 

3-93 

— . 

5-01 

1936 

3-81 

3.65 

— 

2.82 

1937 

.  3-23 

3.11 

— 

5*3 

1938 

3.08 

2.97 

— 

2.03 

1939 

2.93 

2.82 

— 

3.07 

1940 

— 

*2.16 

— 

*3.21  (3.8)  f 

1941 

— 

2.23 

— 

1.26  (2.10) 

1942 

— 

2.01 

— - 

3.09  (3.44) 

*  Rates  since  1939  exclude  abortions. 


f  Figures  in  brackets  include  abortions. 
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Wa?Time  Plymouth’s  first  war-time  Day  Nursery  was 

Day  Nursery.  opened  at  24  Hoe  Street,  on  July  20th,  1942,  to 
admit  forty  children  aged  nine  months  to  five  years. 

This  nursery  is  open  every  week-day  from  7  a.m.  to  7  p.m.  to 
receive  the  children  of  women  engaged  on  war  work.  One  shilling 
per  day  has  to  be  paid  for  each  child  admitted  to  the  nursery. 

The  activities  of  the  two-to-five  year  olds  between  8-30  a.m. 
and  5-30  p.m.  are  supervised  by  a  trained  teacher. 

Between,  July  20t.h  and  December  31st,  1942,  sixty- three 
children  were  admitted  to  the  nursery,  the  average  daily  attendance 
being  19.9. 


Evacuation 


Residential  The  evacuation  of  Plymouth  children  to  residential 
Nurseries  J 

nurseries  in  Devon,  Cornwall,  Somerset  and 

Gloucestershire,  has  continued  throughout  the  year.  At  the  end 

of  the  year  there  were  417  Plymouth  children  in  these  nurseries. 

During  the  year  330  were  evacuated,  65  left  the  nurseries  on  reaching 

the  age  of  five  (many  of  these  were  successfully  billeted),  and  154 

left  the  nurseries  for  various  other  reasons.  (Warleigh  House  is 

not  included  in  the  above  figures.) 


Expectant  Six  hundred  and  sixty-three  expectant  mothers 

Mothers  J  1 

were  evacuated  to  emergency  maternity  homes 

during  theyear,  458  to  Flete,  189  to  Polvellan,  8  to  Berryfield  House, 

Bradford-on- A  von,  4  to  Exton  House,  Taunton  and  4  to  Hazelwood, 

Torquay.  Sixteen  returned  to  Plymouth  before  the  confinement 

took  place. 
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Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area 


Report  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Water  Supply.  No  important  works  were  carried  out  to  the  water 

undertakings  during  the  year. 

The  practice  of  chloramination  and  chlorination  of  all  water 
was  continued  throughout  the  year,  and  samples  were  taken  for 
chemical  analysis  and  for  bacteriological  examination.  Seven¬ 
teen  samples  of  water  were  submitted  for  chemical  analysis,  all 
of  which  gave  satisfactory  results. 

Frequent  samples  of  water  for  bacteriological  examination 
were  obtained  from  various  sources,  e.g.,  from  City  water  mains, 
from  emergency  drinking  water  tanks,  bathing  pools,  wells  and 
streams.  A  summary  of  the  results  of  these  examinations  is  shown 
in  the  table  on  the  following  page 


Air  Raid 
Shelters. 


Systematic  inspections  of  air  raid  shelters  have 
proceeded  throughout  the  year,  a  total  of  8,534 
inspections  having  been  carried  out. 


The  number  of  persons  regularly  occupying  air  raid  shelters 
has  decreased  considerably,  but  steam  disinfection  of  shelterer’s 
bedding  and  clothing  and  the  spraying  of  the  shelters  has  been 
carried  out  fortnightly. 


Drainage  and  Throughout  the  year,  only  essential  maintenance  & 
ocwcrsgc. 

work  was  carried  out  in  connection  with  sewers 
and  drains.  Wherever  drains  on  private  property  were  found  to 
have  been  extensively  damaged  by  enemy  action,  co-operation 
with  the  War  Damage  Department  was  continued,  whereby  arrange¬ 
ments  were  made  for  immediate  repair  of  fractured  drains  and  the 
sealing  of  those  drains  in  properties  which  had  become  disused. 
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Faecal  B.  Coli 
present  in 

3  samples 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 
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Rats  and  Mice  Special  attention  has  been  given  to  the  destruction 

Destruction.  1  ° 

of  rats  and  mice. 

Following  the  heavy  raids  on  the  City,  there  was  a  noticeable 
increase  in  the  number  of  complaints  regarding  rat  infestation  and 
1,086  visits  were  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  for  the  purpose  of 
advising  occupiers  on  the  most  suitable  disinfestation  methods  to 
be  adopted? 

Two  rat  catchers  were  specially  employed  for  the  purpose  of 
demonstrating  disinfestation  methods. 

Systematic  baiting  of  sewers  was  carried  out.  Altogether 
14,630  baits  were  laid  in  sewers,  about  a  third  of  which  were  taken 
and  most  successful  results  were  observed. 

It  has  become  apparent  that  the  occupiers  of  premises  do  not 
always  appreciate  their  responsibility  for  keeping  premises  free 
from  rat  infestation.  The  majority  are  under  the  impression  that 
it  is  the  local  authority's  responsibility  to  rid  premises  of  rats, 
which  of  course  is  not  the  case. 

In  204  cases,  it  was  necessary  to  serve  notices  requiring  various 
works  to  be  carried  out  so  as  to  rat-proof  premises.  It  was  of 
course,  only  possible  to  require  the  most  essential  repair  works  to 
be  carried  out. 

There  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  persistent  efforts  to  reduce 
rat  infestation  have  given  satisfactory  results. 

Inspection  of.  During  the  year,  rooms  occupied  by  firewatchers 

Rooms  occupied  °  J  r 

by  Fire  Watchers  were  inspected  and  in  many  cases,  arrangements 
were  made  for  regular  disinfection  of  bedding. 

Publicity  was  given  to  the  necessity  for  providing  firewatchers 
with  mattress  covers  or  sheets  and  separate  pillow  cases  and  in 
many  cases  these  have  been  provided. 

In  a  few  instances  it  was  necessary  to  call  for  the  improvement 
of  the  premises  occupied  by  firewatchers  and  in  all  cases  the  neces¬ 
sary  improvements  were  effected. 
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HOUSING. 


1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-Houses  during  the  Year: — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  1,275 

(6)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  ...  4,317 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  in  sub-head  (1) 

above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the 
Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  and  1932  ...  6 

(i b )  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  ...  19 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 

to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  foe  human  habitation  ...  ...  760 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Service  of 

Formal  Notices: — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  Officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  827 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year  : — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936: 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after 
service  of  formal  notices : 

{a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

( b )  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  ...  84 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 
after  service  of  formal  notices: 

(а)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  127 

(б)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  ...  1 


28 


(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936: 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demo¬ 
lition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(i d )  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936: 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 

respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  3 

%■ 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 

respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the 
tenement  or  rooms  having  been  rendered  fit  ...  ...  Nil 


Prosecutions  jn  four  cases  it  was  necessary  to  institute  pro- 

under  the  Public  J  1 

Health  Act.  ceedings  for  the  abatement  of  nuisances,  and  in 
each  of  these  cases  Abatement  Orders  were  made  and  the  nuisance 
abated  within  the  time  specified  in  the  Abatement  Order. 


Factories 


Details  of  the  sanitary  inspection  of  factories 


under  the  Factories  Act,  1937,  are  given  in  the 
following  tables  : — 


1.  Inspections  : — . 


Number  of 

Premises. 

Inspections. 

Written 

Notices. 

Occupiers 

prosecuted. 

Factories  with  mechanical  power 

577 

17 

Factories  without  mechanical  power 

155 

2 

— 
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Defects  found. 
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Cremation 


The  number  of  cremations  during  the  year  1942 
was  560.  Of  this  number  86  were  in  respect  of 
residents  of  the  City  of  Plymouth. 

Up  to  the  end  of  1942  a  total  of  2,730  cremations  were  carried 
out  since  the. Crematorium  opened  in  1934. 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

Bacteriological  Routine  sampling  of  milk  for  bacteriological 
Examination  of  ® 

Milk  Samples  examination  proceeded  throughout  the  year,  when 
a  total  of  636  samples  were  examined,  of  which  585  were  found  to  be 
satisfactory  and  51  in  an  unsatisfactory  state  of  cleanliness. 

In  addition,  180  samples  were  submitted  to  the  Phosphatase 

Test,  4  being  unsatisfactory. 

/ 

The  following  tables  show  the  number  and  results  of  samples 
submitted  to  : — 

(1)  Methylene  Blue  Test. 

(2)  Bacteriological  Count  and  B.  Coli  Test. 

(3)  Phosphatase  Test. 


(1)  Methylene  Blue  Test. 


Description 
of  Milk. 

Total  No. 
of  Samples. 

Satisfactory. 

Unsatisfactory. 

Tuberculin  Tested 
(Certified)  Milk 

326  . 

291 

f  s 

Raw  Milk  . 

128 

117 

- L - JjL 

11 

Totals  ... 

454 

408 

46 

31 


(2)  Bacteriological  Count  and  B.  Coli  Test  : — 


Description 
of  Milk. 

Total  No. 
of  Samples. 

Satisfactory . 

Unsatisfactory. 

Pasteurised  Milk 

137 

133 

4f 

Tuberculin  Tested 
Pasteurised  Milk 

33 

33 

— 

Tuberculin  Tested 
(Certified)  Milk 

10 

9 

ft 

n 

Sterilised  Milk 

2 

2 

— 

Totals  ... 

182 

177 

5 

f  B.  Coli  present  in  1/100  ml. 


(3)  Phosphatase  Test 


Description 
of  Milk. 

Total  No. 
of  Samples. 

Satisfactory. 

U  nsatis factory . 

Pasteurised  Milk 

138 

134 

4 

Tuberculin  Tested 
Pasteurised  Milk  . . . 

42 

42 

— 

Totals  ... 

180 

176 

4 

Twenty-three  samples  of  milk  were  examined  for  the  presence 
of  Tubercle  Bacilli  and  were  all  returned  as  negative. 

Thirteen  empty  milk  bottles  taken  after  passing  through 
washing  machines  were  examined.  The  number  of  bacteria  per 
100  ml.  found  was  nil  in  5  bottles,  100  in  3  bottles,  400  in  1  bottle, 
1,100  in  1  bottle  and  1,200  in  3  bottles. 

In  all  cases  where  the  bacteriological  examination  gave  an 
unsatisfactory  result,  the  milk  producers  were  communicated  with, 
given  the  result,  and  also  given  advice  on  the  steps  to  be  taken  to 
improve  the  keeping  quality  of  their  milk.  In  those  cases  where 
the  producers  were  outside  the  City  boundary  the  results  were  sent 
to  the  County  Council. 
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Milk  Supply. 


1938 

1942 

Estimated  City  daily  con¬ 
sumption 

8,250  gallons 

11,500  gallons 

Pasteurised  under  licence 

4,490  gallons 
(54.4%) 

8,060  gallons 
(70%) 

Sterilised  milk 

450  gallons 
(5.45%) 

650  gallons 
(5.65%) 

Heat  treated  (other  than 
designated  pasteurised 
and  sterilised) 

1,200  gallons 
(14.55%) 

400  gallons 
(3.5%) 

Tuberculin  Tested 
(Certified)  Milk 

293  gallons 
(3.55%) 

120  gallons 
(1.04%) 

Ordinary  Raw  Milk 

1,817  gallons 
(22.0%) 

2,270  gallons 
(19.8%) 

In  1938,  approximately  6,140  gallons  or  74%  of  the  milk  sold 
for  liquid  consumption  was  heat  treated.  In  1942,  approximately 
9,110  gallons  or  79.15%  was  heat  treated. 

The  population  in  1938  was  estimated  at  211,800.  The  esti¬ 
mated  population  at  present,  according  to  the  ration  books  issued, 
is  134,784.  According  to  these  figures  the  daily  consumption  of 
milk  has  risen  from  .35  pints  (including  skimmed  milk)  to  .68  pints 
per  head. 

It  is  fairly  satisfactory  to  record  that  approximately  70%  of 
the  City’s  milk  supply  is  now  pasteurised  under  licence.  This  is 
an  improvement  on  the  pre-war  figure.  There  is  no  justification 
from  a  public  health  stand-point  for  the  absence  of  powers  of  com- 
pulsory  pasteurisation  of  a  large  town’s  milk  supply. 

MUk  in  Schools  Since  the  inception  of  this  scheme  for  cheap  milk 

in  schools,  the  onty  milk  approved  by  the  Medical 
Officer  for  Health  for  the  purpose  has  been  “  Pasteurised.” 
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Inspection  of  Meat  and  Slaughterhouses. 

There  are  six  private  slaughterhouses  in  use  in  the  City,  and 
these  were  visited  on  4,900  occasions  during  the  year. 


Carcases  The  total  number  of  carcases  inspected  at  the 

Inspected  and  n  p 

Condemned  Meat  Market  and  in  the  private  slaughterhouses 

during  the  year  was  28,666,  which  was  made  up  as  follows  : — 


Bovines 

Sheep  and  Lambs 

Calves . 

Pigs  . 


7,395 

17,467 

?  **  4  •>  :  • 

3,073 

731 


The  total  weight  of  meat  and  offal  condemned  during  the  year 
fpm  animals  killed  inside  and  outside  the  City  was  164  tons 
5cwts  lqr. 


This  amount  was  made  up  as  follows  : — 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows. 

Cows. 

Calves. 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs. 

Pigs. 

Number  killed 

7395 

3072 

17467 

731 

Number  inspected  ... 

13404 

3825 

97862 

3695 

-  -  .  , 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis. 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

:  -  .  i 

134 

t 

13 

82 

9 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

Vl  i?-  '•  ’  '  t*  TT  •  •  <  f  ‘  i  v  - 

10 

45 

47 

973 

50 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  tha  n  T .  B .  ... 

4.8% 

9.3% 

1.5% 

5.5% 

6.8% 

-  ■»  s*  2  A  r  i 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

144 

1 

— 

6 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

622 

2 

— 

•  •  >•«* 

830 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis  ...  ...; 

L7% 

6.7% 

•06% 

■  , . 

24.2%  ! 

. 

3* 


Food  and  Dgifgg  Sables  Adulterated. 


Article 

Nature  of  Adulteration, 

Action  taken. 

Raw  Milk 

36%  added  water 

Fined  £5. 

do. 

33% 

do. 

do. 

do. 

28% 

do. 

.... 

Fined  £10. 

do. 

11% 

do. 

,,,, 

Fined  £2. 

do. 

H 

do. 

,,,, 

Letter  of  Caution. 

do. 

7% 

added  water 

and 

.  -v  -•*'*$*  *V.. - 

further  4  %  deficient  in  fat. 

Fined  £3  and  5/-  Special 

■  i fc 

7 

Costs. 

do. 

6<v 

u  /o 

added  water 

Fined  £2. 

do. 

6% 

do. 

do. 

do. 

s% 

do. 

do. 

do. 

s% 

do. 

Letter  of  Caution. 

do. 

4% 

do. 

do. 

do. 

2% 

do. 

do. 

do. 

2% 

do. 

do. 

do. 

1% 

do. 

Fined  £2. 

do. 

1% 

do. 

Letter  of  caution. 

do. 

39%  deficient  in  fat. 

do. 

do. 

9% 

do. 

Fined  £2. 

do. 

1% 

do. 

Letter  of  Caution. 

Nut  Olive  Oil  .... 

Misleading  label. 

Product  withdrawn  from 

sale. 

Proprietary  Food 

I 

do. 

.... 

No  action. 

Fertilisers  and  Eight  samples  were  taken  under  this  Act,  all  of 
Feeding  Stuffs  .  *  ,  , 

Act  which  were  returned  as  genuine. 


Fish  Inspection.  The  following  summary  indicates  the  quantity 

of  fish  and  shell-fish  inspected  and  condemned 
during  the  year  : — 


Amount  of  fish  inspected 

V  '  r  *'  i  *  t  f  1  U  $  -  •*  *1  r  -•  -V  p  * '  '  .•  k  " 

Amount  of  fish  condemned  : — • 

Wet  fish 
Smoked  fish 

Shell  Fish  condemned  : — 

Escallops 
Queens  ... 

Grabs 


Tons  cwts.  qrs .  lbs 

/'  ■  '  '  *•  v  *-  .1  I.’  <i  ?»•  K  », 

1183  4  0 


13 

5 


7 

* 

3 


0 

0 


0 

0 


0 


2 

* 

14 


0 


761  in  number. 
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Infectious  Diseases 


During  the  year  1942,  the  following  numbers  of  cases  of 
infectious  diseases  were  notified  : — 


Scarlet  Fever  . 

Civilian 

Cases. 

77 

Service 

Cases. 

2 

Diphtheria . 

227 

4 

Enteric  Fever  . 

2 

1 

Pneumonia . 

94 

3 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

26 

— 

Cerebo-spinal  Fever  . 

22 

3 

Dysentery  ... 

2 

2 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  ... 

7 

— 

Erysipelas . 

55 

1 

Summer  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) 

5 

— 

Whooping  Cough . 

119 

— 

Measles  . 

75 

1 

Encephalitis  Lethargica  . 

3 

1 

Suspected  Food  Poisoning 

13 

1 

Malaria  . 

— 

2 

Totals 

727 

21 

General 

Incidence. 


There  was  no  abnormal  incidence  of  any  infectious 
disease. 


Diphtheria  and  The  incidence  of  diphtheria  was  less  than  it  has 

Immunisation. 

been  for  many  years.  A  factor  contributing  to 
this  is  the  progress  of  the  diphtheria  immunisation  campaign.  This 
has  not  yet  reached  the  stage  when  it  can  confidently  be  predicted 
that  the  disease  will  be  reduced  to  insignificant  proportions,  as 
this  can  only  occur  when  80%  or  more  of  the  child  population  has 
been  immunised. 


With  the  movement  of  the  child  population  out  and  into  the 
City  it  is  impossible  to  compute  accurately  the  percentage  of 
children  now  immunised,  but  it  is  estimated  that  nearly  75%  of 
children  of  school  age  and  nearly  50%  of  children  under  five,  have 
been  protected. 
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It  is  on  the  under  five  age  group  that  the  incidence  of  diphtheria 
falls  most  heavily  and  if  a  high  percentage  of  these  children  could 
be  immunised  a  very  great  reduction  in  the  ravages  of  this  disease 
would  result. 

The  figure  of  2,083  children  under  five  immunised  this  year 
is  an  improvement.  Approximately  2,700  children  entered  the  age 
group  during  1942. 

i 


DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 

9 


Year 

No.  of  cases 

of 

Diphtheria 

Children  immunised 

At  M.  &  C. 
Welfare 
Centres 

At 

Schools 

Privately 
by  own 
doctor 

! 

1927  ... 

372 

330 

, 

1928  ... 

423 

296 

— 

• — 

1929  ... 

525 

390 

— 

— ■ 

1930  ... 

629 

444 

— 

— 

1931  ... 

367 

1282 

— 

— 

1932  ... 

444 

338 

771 

— - 

1933  ... 

337 

455 

517 

— • 

1934  ... 

376 

335 

363 

— • 

1935  ... 

481 

874 

1244 

— 

1936  ... 

455 

662 

1104 

— • 

1937  ... 

277 

500 

1035 

— • 

1938  ... 

360 

430 

707 

— 

1939  ... 

406 

568 

615 

— 

1940  ... 

1353 

2812 

6765 

— r 

1941  ... 

348 

1233 

1244 

- , 

1942  ... 

232 

2225 

1029 

98 

Totals  ... 

7385 

13174 

15394 

98 

Total  imi 

nunised  childi 

'en,  28,666 
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Diphtheria  Immunisation  ; 

at  ilritefriily  arid  fcfiild  Welfare 

Centres : — 

First  attendances 

•  ••  •  «  *  «  «  V  /, 

Re-attendances 

.  434& 

Total  ...  7015 

There  has  been  no  alteration  in  the  routine  procedure  of  giving 
two  .5  c.c.  injections  of  A.P.T.  at  an  interval  of  one  month  to 
children  up  to  eight  years  of  age,  and  three  injections  of  T.A.F. 
(1  c.c.,  1  c.c.  and  1.5  c.c.j  to  children  Over  eight  years  of  age,  the 
intervals  being  one  month  between  the  first  and  second  and  two 
weeks  between  the  second  kiid  third  injections,  followed  in  both 
cases  by  a  Schick  Test  at  the  end  of  three  months. 

«*'  *■  .  *  -  <  ,  ,  .  .  .  t 

Two  thousand  one  hundred  and  sixty-four  children  completed 
a  course  of  injections  during  the  year  (A.P.T,,  1,949  ;  T.A.F.,  215); 
1,991  (A.P.T.,  1,846;  T.A.F. ,  145)  both  commencing  and  com¬ 
pleting  their  injections  in  1942. 


The  number  of  defaulters  was  large,  namely  694  of  whom  626 
had  only  one  injection. 


Altogether  936  Schick  Tesfa  were  done  after  a  course  of  in¬ 
jections,  the  results  being  negative  841,  postive  18  (i.e.,  2%),  not 
read  77. 

Of  785  children  receiving  A.P.T.,  17  (or  2.1%)  were  positive 
on  Schick  Testing  at  the  end  of  three  months.  Of  74  children 
receiving  T.A.F.,  1  (i.e.,  1.3%)  tvas  positive  on  Schick  Testing  at 
the  end  of  three  months. 


Eighteen  children  who  had  had  diphtheria  were  Schick  tested,  six 
were  found  to  be  positive  and  twelve  negative.  All  were  immunised. 

Primary  Schicks  : — Fifty  primary  Schicks  were  done,  31  being 
negative  and  19  positive.  In  the  following  table  these  are  arranged 
in  age  groups 


Under 
.5  years 

6-7  years 

8  years 

9  years 

10  years 

!  N.  P. 

N. 

P. 

ist. 

P. 

X.  P. 

N.  P. 

7  5 

4 

6 

1 

1 

<> 

— 

j 

1 

38 


* 

1 1  years  A 

12  years 

13  yeaVs 

14  years 

Over 

15  years 

N.  P. 

N. 

P. 

N.  P. 

N.  P. 

N.  P. 

3  2 

7 

1 

5  ♦  4 

1 

_  — 

injections  One  hundred  and  twenty-eight  children  attended 

for  a  follow-up  injection,  several  of  these  being 
for  a  second  follow-up  injection.  Children  are  always  advisfed  to 
re-attend  for  the  first  follow-up  injection  two’  years  after  being 

I  ■  ■  .  .  .  i  . 

found  to  be  Schick  negative  at  the  end  of  the  first  course,  and  for 
the  second,  two  years  again  after  that.  Such  systematic  follow-up 
injections  would  seem  to  be  the  surest  way  of  preventing  the 
occasional  occurrence  of  diphtheria  in  immunised  and  Schick 
negative  children. 


Results  of  re-tests  on  children 


previously  immunised  and  Schick 


negative  : — 


Immunised  With  A.P.T.  ...  25  (24  negative,  1  positive) 

Immunised  with  T.A.F.  ...  14  (14  negative) 

Immunised  with  T.A.M.  ...  3  (3  negative) 


Diphtheria  in  There  were  no  deaths  from  diphtheria  durmg  the 

Immunised  ,  . 

Children.  year  amongst  immunised  children.  Ihere  were 

sixteen  deaths  among  non-immunised  children. 


There  were  four  cases  of  diphtheria  in  immunised  children, 
the  particulars  being  as  follows  : — Three  children  immunised  in 
1940  with  A.P.T.  were  admitted  to  the  City  Isolation  Hospital  in. 
1942,  two  with  very  mild  diphtheria  and  one  with  diphtheria  of 
moderate  severity.  One  child  immunised  in  1929  with  T.A.M.  was 
also  admitted  with  a  mild  attack  of  diphtheria. 


Six  children  who  had  completed  a  course  of  injections  (A.P.T. 
3,  T.A.F.  3),  but  who  had  not  been  subsequently  Schick  tested, 
were  admitted  to  the  City  Isolation  Hospital,  three  being  mild  and 
three  severe  cases. 


One  child,  who  was  Schick  positive  in  February,  1942  after  a 
first  course  of  T.A.F.  and  failed  to  complete  a  second  course,  con¬ 
tracted  diphtheria  of  moderate  severity  in  1942.  There  were  also 
three  other  cases  of  diphtheria  among  children  who  failed  to  complete 
their  courses  of  injections  (two  had  had  .5  c.c.  A.P.T.  and  one 
2x1  c.c.  T.A.F.). 
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VACCINATIONS. 


Year 

Births 

Primary 

vaccinations 

Percentage 
of  Children 
vaccinated 

Re¬ 

vaccinations 

1934  .... 

3203 

1371 

42-8 

9 

1935  .... 

3065 

1270 

41-4 

18 

1936  . 

3061 

1348 

44  0 

24 

1937  .... 

3325 

1262 

37.9 

12 

1938  ... 

3617 

1396 

38-6 

10 

1939  .... 

3792 

1406 

37.0 

6 

1940  .... 

3620 

1508 

41.67 

4 

1941  .... 

2020 

511 

25.30 

3 

1942  .... 

2360 

937 

39.7 

7 

Scabies.  The  incidence  of  scabies  continued  high  during 

the  year.  2,232  new  cases  were  treated  at  clinics 
and  1757  attended  for  re-inspection  and  were  found  cured.  The 
figures  for  new  cases  includes  patients  sent  by  their  own  doctors 
to  whom  they  were  again  referred  after  treatment. 

Trained  nurses  and  Fifst  Aid  Post  personnel  have  given  valuable 
voluntary  service  in  the  treatment  of  scabies  cases. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  —  AGE  GROUPS,  1942. 


0-1  year 

1-2  years 

2-3  years 

3-4  years 

4-5  years 

5-10  years 

10-15  years 

15-20  years 

20-35  years 

35-45  years 

45-65  years 

65-up 

Total  notified  cases 

Admitted  to  Swilly 

Hospital 

Treated  at  home 

Treated  in  other 

Hospitals 

1st  Quarter 

2nd  Quarter 

3rd  Quarter 

4th  Quarter 

*c. 

S. 

C. 

S. 

C. 

S. 

c. 

S. 

C. 

S. 

Small-pox 

0 

* 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

1 

1 

4 

4 

7 

37 

11 

2 

7 

1 

2 

— 

77 

2 

44 

33 

— 

21 

1 

19 

1 

17 

— 

20 

— 

Diphtheria... 

— 

7 

7 

13 

15 

82 

45 

26 

27 

'4 

1 

- - 

227 

4 

227 

— 

— 

55 

1 

51 

1 

43 

— 

78 

2 

Enteric  Fever  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

\ _ 

1 

_ 

— 

2 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

6 

4 

11 

2 

— 

7 

3 

7 

14 

18 

17 

5 

94 

3 

— 

44 

50 

50 

— 

16 

1 

11 

— 

17 

2 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

22 

2 

— 

- - 

26 

— 

— 

8 

18 

7 

• — 

8 

— 

6 

— 

5 

— 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

2 

5 

— 

2 

— 

5 

3 

— 

— 

2 

2 

1 

22 

3' 

19 

— 

3 

10 

2 

4 

1 

4 

- — 

4 

— 

Encephalitis  Lethargica  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

- - 

3 

1 

— 

— 

3 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Dysentery 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

2 

1 

— 

/  1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  . . . 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7 

— 

— 

2 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

— 

1 

— 

Erysipelas  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

5 

4 

5 

8 

28 

4 

55 

1 

9 

44 

2 

9 

■ — 

18 

— 

10 

— 

18 

1 

Summer  Diarrhoea 

5 

— 

- - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- - 

— 

— 

5 

— 

— 

2 

3  „ 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

Whooping  Cough . 

17 

13 

16 

18 

19 

32 

2 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

119 

- • 

10 

106 

3 

23 

— 

44 

— 

38 

— 

14 

— 

Measles  . 

4 

6 

9 

8 

12 

32 

1 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

75 

1 

— 

75 

— 

3 

— 

18 

— 

11 

1 

43 

— 

Malaria 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Food  Poisoning  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

8 

2 

1 

— 

13 

1 

— 

11 

2 

13 

1 

— 

• 

— 

— 

* 

— 

Totals  . 

43 

36 

47 

47 

54 

195 

70 

47 

87 

38 

53 

10 

727 

21 

311 

325 

93 

192 

6 

182 

4 

152 

5 

202 

6 

“\ 


Tuberculosis  (Pulmonary  and  Non-Pulmonary) — see  seperate  table. 


*C. — Civilian  cases. 


S. — Service  cases. 


/ 


The  City  Isolation  Hospital,  Plymouth 

Report  of  the  Medical  Superintendent. 

General  In  the  Annual  Report  for  1941,  allusion  was  made 

Remarks.  r 

to  the  emergency  measures  adopted  for  dealing 

with  cases  of  infectious  disease  as  a  result  of  reduced  bed  accom¬ 
modation  in  the  City  following  damage  by  enemy  action. 

The  relative  freedom  from  air  attack  during  1942  enabled  a 
number  of  improvements  to  be  carried  out  both  at  the  City  and 
Lee  Mill  Isolation  Hospitals,  so  that  although  the  total  number  of 
beds  is  rather  less,  no  case  requiring  hospital  treatment  has  been 
refused  admission. 

As  far  as  possible  practitioners  have  been  encouraged  to  keep 
uncomplicated  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  at  home,  but  all  cases  occurring 
in  undesirable  surroundings,  where  their  retention  in  the  house 
might  prove  a  danger  to  others,  have  been  admitted. 

The  general  policy  has  been  to  admit  all  acute  cases  to  the  City 
Isolation  Hospital  and  transfer  the  less  severe  to  Lee  Mill  Hospital 
as  they  became  convalescent.  This  procedure  has  worked  smoothly 
and  it  is  remarkable  to  see  the  rapid  improvement  which  occurs  in 
these  children  after  a  week  or  so  in  the  country.  There  is  much 
to  be  said,  from  the  patients’  point  of  view  for  establishing  future 
hospitals  well  on  the  outskirts  of  the  town. 

During  the  early  part  of  the  year,  severe  anxiety  was  caused 
by  the  limited  water  supply  at  Lee  Mill,  but  provision  for  an  ample 
supply  has  now  been  made  by  the  erection  of  an  emergency  tank 
and  coupling  the  Hospital  to  a  mains  supply. 

A  new  40  bedded  ward  at  Lee  Mill  is  now  is  process  of  erection 
and  should  be  opened  in  the  early  part  of  1943. 

Temporary  repairs  have  now  been  completed  both  in  the  wards  * 
and  in  the  kitchen  at  the  City  Isolation  Hospital,  and  both  Institu¬ 
tions  are  now  working  as  well  as  can  be  expected  under  present 
day  conditions. 

The  recruitment  of  Nursing  Staff  has  been  very  satisfactory 
during  the  year,  but  shortage  of  Domestic  Staff  has,  at  times, 
been  very  acute,  particularly  at  Lee  Mill  Hospital. 
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General  Cases  admitted  .  470 

Statistics. 

Cases  discharged  ...  ...  :..  480 

Deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

fcurmg  ilie  year  36  visits  were  made  to  tlie  tomes  of  patients 
the  request  of  Medical  Practitioners  in  the  district  and  2743 
pathological  specimens  were  sent  for  examination  at  the  Central 
laboratory  as  follows  - 

. .  ; .  ... 

Fsechs  ...  ...  .  9 

Urines  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Slides  ...  ...  . .  100 

Bloods  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  33 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fluids  ...  ...  25 

Other  examinations .  4 


Scarlet 

Fever 


The  routine  admission  to  hospital  of  all  cases  of 
Scarlet  Fever  has  now  ceased,  and  cases  are  only 
admitted  when  the  practitioner  in  charge  considers  that  home 
conditions  are  poor,  or  that  the  case  is  severe  enough  to  require 
hospital  treatment. 


A  total  of  45  cases  were  admitted,  44  of  which  were  Plymouth 
residents  and  1  a  case  from  outside  the  district.  The  average  stay 
in  hospital  was  32  days. 

The  diagnosis  was  amerided  in  the  following  cases  : — 

Rubella  .  ...  1 

Toxic  Erythema  ...  ...  ...  2 

In  addition,  one  case  was  found  to  be  suffering  from  Diphtheria 
as  well  as  Scarlet  Fever. 


Diphtheria.  The  nuinber  of  cases  admitted  showed  a  consider- 

.  4  i 

able  reduction,  317  cases  as  against  431,  in  the  previous  year.  The 
disease  was  milder  in  type,  and  the  death  rate  was  only  5%,  the 
lowest  for  a  number  of  years. 

No.  of  Admissions  ...  ...  ...  317 

No.  of  Deaths  ...  ...  ...  17 
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Two  hnridred  and  sixty-six  MfMotlM  cases  were  treated  at 
the  Hospital,  Shd  51  butside  City  cases  as  under  : — 

Admissions.  Amended  Diagnosis. 


Torpoint  U.D.C. 
Saltash  tj.D.C. 

St.  Germans  R.D.C. 
Plympton  R.D.C. 

Tavistock  U.D.C. 
Totnes  U.D.C. 


...  10 
6 

...  20 

...  12  Scarlet  Fever,  1  ;  Tonsillitis,  1  ; 
Vincents  Angina,  1. 

...  2 
...  1 


Total  ...  51 


Disproved  Diagnosis. 


After  observation  the  Diagnosis  was  altered  in  the  following* 
Plymouth  Cases  — 


Tonsillitis  . 

Vincents  Angina 
Erythema  Multiforms 
Peritonsillar  Abcess  . . . 

Scarlet  Fever . 

Glandular  Fever 
Nothing  Abnormal  ... 
Diphtheria  Carrier 
Non  Diphtheria  Rhinitis 


27 

6 

1 

1 

5 

3 

1 

1 

1 


Total  ...  46 


In  addition  8  cases  were  found  to  be  suffering  from  Vincents 
Angina,  and  5  from  Scarlet  Fever  as  well  as  Diphtheria. 


Laryngeal  Diphtheria. 

Fourteen  cases  were  notified.  Of  these  6  proved  to  be  laryngeal 
diphtheria,  2  faucial  diphtheria,  1  meningococcal  meningitis  and 
5  catarrhal  laryngitis. 

Five  cases  required  tracheotomy,  all  of  whom  recovered. 

Other  Diseases.  During  the  year  90  Plymouth  cases  and  4  outside 
cases  were-  treated  as  shown  in  the  following  tables  : — 

,43 
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Plymouth  cases  notified,  admitted  and  treated  as  follows: — 

Amended  Diagnosis. 


Admitted  as 
Whooping  Cough 
Whooping  Cough  and 

Pneumonia . 

Whooping  Cough  and 
Convulsions 
Erysipelas 
Rubella 
Mumus  ... 

X 

Mumps  and  Diphtheria 
Influenza  and 
Pneumonia 
Vincents  Angina 
Post  Vaccinial 
Encephalitis 
Diphtheria  Rhinitis  . . . 

Dysentry  . 

Scabies  ... 

Septic  Finger  ... 
Cerebro  Spinal  Fever  ... 


Palatal  Abcess 
Tonsillitis 
Chicken  Pox  . . , 
Epilepsy 
Serum  reaction 
Measles  ... 

Toxic  Erythema 
Gastro  Enteritis 
Typhoid  Fever 


13 


2  Whooping  Cough  and  Bron¬ 
chitis,  1. 

1 

14 

1 

2  Nothing  Abnormal,  1. 

1  Glandular  Fever,  1. 


1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 


33  Hysteria, 

N.A.D.,  1 
Influenza, 

Scarlet  Fever,  1 
Haemorrhage,  1 . 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3  Malnutrition,  1. 

1  Trichiniasis,  1. 


1  ;  Erythema,  1  ; 
;  T.B.  Meningitis,  3  ; 
4  ;  Pneumonia,  1  ; 
Cerebral 
Typhoid,  2. 


Outside  the  district  cases  were  notified,  admitted  and  treated 
as  follows  : — 

Admitted  as: — ■  Amended  Diagnosis. 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever  ...  2 

Typhoid  .  1 

Erysipelas  ...  ...  1 
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Venereal  Diseases 

Report  of  the  V.D.  Medical  Officer. 

During  the  year,  755  persons  attended  the  Clinic  for  advice  and  treatment,  nearly  200  more  than  in  the 
previous  year.  There  were  12,774  attendances  by  individual  patients,  an  increase  of  4,602  on  last  years  figures. 

The  following  table  gives  the  numbers  of  patients  treated,  including  those  transferred  from  other  centres  and 
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The  increase  is  due  partly  to  publicity  over  the  tireless  and 
in  the  Press,  and  also  to  members  of  the  various  services  referred 
for  continuation  of  treatment  begun  elsewhere. 

*  i  r  '  •  .  «. 

Of  the  756  new  cases,  270  or  36%  were  found  after  investigation 
not  to  be  suffering  from  Venereal  Disease,  showing  that  the  Public 
is  making  good  use  of  the  facilities  provided  for  free  advice  on  these 
matters. 


New  Cases  of  Syphilis  and  Gonorrhoea  treated  for  first  time 

(does  not  include  any  transfers) 


Year 

Syphilis 

Gonorrhoea 

"  ?  '■#.  X 

Male 

.  v»« V 

Female 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Total 

f  i 

1939 

51 

47 

J 

98 

201 

52 

253 

1940 

49 

24 

73 

123 

41 

164 

1941 

38 

26 

64 

115 

51 

166 

1942 

* 

45 

49 

94 

111 

80 

191 

Syphilis. 

Foi 

■  \ 

r 

•  the  first  time  in 

many  ye 

3 

ars  the  n 

^  i 

- 

umber  of 

fX,  .  " > 

1  \  >  Dy  v.  1 ' 

cases  of  Syphilis  treated,  exceeded  the  number  of 
cases  of  Gonorrhoea. 


•  i  4  &  *  ■■ 

A  total  of  262  patients  were  dealt  with,  37  of  them  in  the 
acute  infectious  stage.  Ahupst  all  of  the  latter  were  admitted 
to  hospital  until  free  from  infection,  after  which  they  attended  as 
out-patients  for  completion  of  their  treatment.  The  large  number  of 

’  m  #►  4  •  f.  ^ 

cases  treated  is  hardly  an  indication  of  the  prevalence  of  the  disease 
locally,  as  a  considerable  proportion  were  service  cases,  Merchant 
Seamen,  and  others  who  attended  for  continuation  of  treatment  to 

.  ..  :  *  *  I  -+4 

which  reference  was  made  at  the  beginning  of  this  report. 

A  considerable  number,  chiefly  Service  cases,  developed  Jaun- 

i  •'  $  i,  1  ,  -  /  j  f  1  *  4  >  ,,  , ' 

dice  during  the  treatment,  necessitating  temporary  withdrawal  of 
tl^e  Arsenical  drugs.  This  has  been  the  coipmon  experience  all 
over  the  country  and  the  true  pathology  of  which  is  still  rather  a 
matter  of  doubt,  particularly  as  infective  hapatitis  has  been  pre¬ 
valent  in  those  not  receiving  Arsenical  treatment 
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Chancroid. 


Two  cases  were  treked. 

Gonorrhoea.  During  the  year  222  cases  presented  themselves 

for  diagnosis  and  treatment.  The  defaulter  rate 
was  10%,  which  is  not  high  considering  that  numbers  of  the  popula¬ 
tion  are  obliged  to  move  at  short  notice.  Most  of  the  defaulters 
were  clinically  free  from  infection,  but  had  not  subjected  themselves 
to  the  necessary  tests  of  cure.  Various  systems  of  treatment  with 
the  Sulphanilamide  group  of  drugs  have  been  tried  with  the  view 
of  ridding  the  patient  of  infection  as  quickly  as  possible,  with  the 
least  inconvenience  to  themselves.  Sulphathiazole  administered 
as  recommended  by  Colonel  Harrison  is  giving  good  results  so  far. 

In-patients.  During  the  year,  84  cases  were  admitted  for 

treatment. 

{  •  s  .  \ 


Ophthalmia  Ten  cases,  one  with  mother,  were  admitted  to  the 

I  e°nat0rum*  Royal  Eye  Infirmary.  The  results  were  all  good, 

and  no  impairment  of  vision  resulted  from  the  infection.- 


Publicity  jn  conjunction  with  the  Central  Council  for  Health 
Education  the  Ministry  of  Health  has  conducted  a  National  Campaign 
against  Venereal  Diseases,  and  by  arrangement  with  the  Radio  and 
Press  have  emphasised  the  importance  of  the  free  discussion  of  the 
problem  in  order  to  create  an  informed  opinion  and  to  encourage 
early  and  continued  treatment  of  the  disease. 


Plymouth  has  taken  a  full  part  in  furthering  this  campaign 
mainly  by  Press  advertisements  and  the  display  of  posters  at  such 
places  as  public  conveniences  ;  hospitals  and  clinics  ;  factories  and 
docks  ;  air  raid  shelters  ;  hoardings,  etc. 

Distribution  of  pamphlets  issued  by  the  Central  Council  for 
Health  Education  has  been  made  at  hospitals  and  clinics  and  at 
the  larger  business  premises. 

In  addition  the  need  for  instruction  in  senior  schools  has  been 

r  .  :  *  <• 

stressed  and  the  teaching  of  biology  extended.  A  talk  by  a  Medical 
Officer  to  the  leaders  of  the  various  Youth  Organisations  has  been 
followed  by  talks  to  members  forming  the  groups. 


Tuberculosis 


REPORT  OF  THE  TUBERCULOSIS  OFFICER. 

Notifications.  During  the  year,  1942,  300  cases  were  notified  as 

suffering  from  Tuberculosis.  This  number  com¬ 
prised  243  Pulmonary  Cases  (158  males  and  85  females)  and  57  Non- 
Pulmonary  (25  males  and  32  females). 

The  number  of  notifications  for  1942  showed  an  increase  of  63 
on  the  previous  year. 

The  details  of  these  notifications  during  1942  are  shown  in  the 
following  table  : — 


Age 

Periods 

Respiratory 

- - — - - 

i 

N  on-Re  spirato  ry 

M. 

F . 

M. 

F. 

0-1  . 

— 

— 

i 

— 

1-5  ... 

— 

— 

7 

3 

5-15  . 

7 

— 

4 

9 

15-25  . 

55 

43 

6 

13 

25-35  ... 

28 

21 

4 

3 

35^5  . 

32 

12 

2 

1 

45-55  . 

22 

6 

2 

.  2 

55-65  . 

12 

1 

— 

1 

65  and  upwards 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Totals 

158 

85 

-  -  ■  —  — 

25 

— 

32 

The  numbers  on  the  Notification  Register  at  the  end  of  the 
year  were  as  follows  : — 


Pulmonary . 

i 

N  on-Pulmonary . 

/ 

Total 

cases. 

Males . 

Females. 

Total. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

462 

362 

824 

151 

181 

332 

1156 
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The  following  table  shews  the  number  of  Notifications  of 
Tuberculosis  since  the  year  1933  : — 


Year. 

Pulmonary . 

N on- Pulmonary . 

j 

Total. 

1933  ... 

253 

58 

311 

1934  ... 

246 

63 

309 

1935  ... 

217 

54 

271 

1936  ... 

204 

51 

255 

1937  ... 

225 

52 

277 

1938  ... 

209 

42 

251 

1939  ... 

194 

51 

245 

1940  ... 

192 

62 

254 

1941  ... 

194 

43 

237 

1942  ... 

243 

57 

300 

There  were  6  Posthumous  Notifications  during  the  year,  1942, 
and  this  figure  was  composed  of  3  Pulmonary  cases  and  3  Non- 

Pulmonary  cases. 

* 

Deaths.  One  hundred  and  twenty-two  cases  who  were  on 

the  Tuberculosis  Dispensary  register  died  during 
1942.  This  shows  an  increase  of  7  on  the  previous  year's  figures. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  1942  the  following  number  of  patients 
were  on  the  "  live  ”  Dispensary  Register. 


Adi 

dts. 

Chile 

Iren. 

Totals 

Males. 

Females. 

Males. 

Females. 

Pulmonary 

435 

255 

23 

17 

730 

N  on-Pulmonary 

49 

45 

34  ‘ 

40 

168 

Totals 

484 

300 

57 

57 

898 

784 

114 

Dispensary.  There  were  1075  New  Cases  sent  to  the  Dispensary 

by  Medical  Practitioners  during  the  year.  This 
figure  shows  an  increase  of  229  on  the  previous  year. 
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The  following  table  shews  the  number  of  cases  referred  to  the 
Tuberculosis  Officer  each  year  since  1933,  and  the  number  of 
contacts  who  have  been  examined  for  the  same  period,  together 
with  the  result  of  the  clinical  examination. 


New  Cases . 

Contacts . 

Year. 

Definitely 

Tuberc. 

Non- 
Tub  ere. 

Diagnosis 

not 

completed 

Total 

examined 

Definitely 

Tuberc. 

Non- 

Tub  ere. 

Diagnosis 

not 

completed 

Total 

examined 

1933 

276 

521 

63 

860 

6 

654 

53 

713 

1934 

256 

561 

96 

913 

17 

759 

86 

862 

1935 

243 

574 

77 

894 

10 

749 

19 

778 

1936 

231 

559 

91 

881 

8 

386 

33 

427 

1937 

266 

649 

78 

993 

8 

411 

17 

436 

1938 

232 

707 

104 

1043 

7 

362 

41 

410 

1939 

297 

721 

108 

1126 

4 

376 

13 

393 

1940 

247 

677 

123 

1047 

10 

377 

31 

508 

1941 

208 

585 

53 

846 

5 

163 

4 

172 

1942 

274 

744 

57 

1075 

5 

224 

7 

236 

Attendances.  The  number  of  attendances  of  patients  at  the 

Tuberculosis  Dispensary  during  the  year,  ex¬ 
cluding  those  who  attended  for  X-ray  examination,  and  which  are 
shewn  elsewhere,  totalled  7,270. 

Since  1933  the  attendances  have  been  as  follows  : — 


1933 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

...  12,635 

1934 

•  •  •  •• • 

...  12,945 

1935 

•  •  e  •  •  • 

...  12,408 

1936 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

...  10,212 

1937 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

...  10,665 

1938 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

9,638 

1939 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

9,233 

1940 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

8,599 

1941 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

...  5,709 

1942 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

7,270 

The  number  of  school  children  attending  the  Tuberculosis 
Dispensary  has  increased  during  the  year,  but  it  is  still  below  the 
pre-war  figure.  It  must  be  remembered  that  a  fair  number  of  school 
children  are  still  evacuated  though  quite  a  number  of  evacuees  have 
returned  to  Plymouth  during  1942. 

The  evening  clinics  have  continued  to  show  a  good  attendance. 
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Vistting*^  Tuberculosis  Officer.  The  Tuberculosis  Officer  paid 

497  visits  to  patients  at  their  homes  during  the  year. 

Nurses  and  Health  Visitors.  The  Nurses  and  Health  Visitors 
paid  3,177  visits  to  patients  during  the  year. 

•  0.  ■■  :  .  4  ,  ,  :?  /  ,  ■ 

Consultations.  The  following  consultations  were  held  by  the  Tuber¬ 
culosis  Officer : — 


Personal  . 

Other  than  personal  (T145) 


133 

1017 


Special  Forms  The  Tuberculosis  Officer  gave  the  following  special 
of  Treatment.  &  b  v 

forms  of  treatment  at  the  Dispensary : — 
Artificial  Pneumothorax  refills  ...  220 

Injections  of  Tuberculin  .  888 


Laryngeal 

Clinic. 


Mr.  C.  Prance,  the  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Surgeon, 
is  holding  a  Laryngeal  Clinic  here  once  a  month. 
During  the  year  21  cases  received  treatment. 


X-ray.  The  number  of  X-ray  examinations  made  during 

the  year  amounted  to  3901.  The  following  table 
shews  the  number  of  examinations  made  each  year  since  1933 


1933  ... 

♦  •  •  «  •  * 

«  •  « 

...  2,792 

1934  ... 

»  •  *  • » • 

*  *  * 

...  2,737 

1935  ... 

♦  •  •  i«» 

•  ft',* 

...  2,824 

1936  ... 

•  *  ♦  *  <*  * 

•  4  * 

...  3,005 

1937  ... 

*  •  «  •  •  » 

ft  ft  9 

...  2,956 

1938  ... 

•  •  •  *  •  * 

ft  ft  * 

...  3,344 

1939  ... 

*  4  «  *  •  t 

ft  ft  ft 

...  3,381 

1940  ... 

ft  ft  *  *  ft  ft 

ft  ft* 

...  3,617 

1941  ... 

ft  ft  ft  4*4 

ft  ft  ft 

...  2,941 

1942  ... 

ft  ft  ft  ft  ft  ft 

•  •  • 

...  3,901 
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B^cteriologieal  The  number  of  specimens  of  sputa,  etc.,  which 

were  tested  during  the  year  amounted  to  935.  The 
following  table  shews  the  number  of  specimens  of  sputa  sent  for 
examination  since  1933  : — ■ 


1933  .. 

1934  .. 

1935  .. 

1936  .. 

1937  .. 

1938  .., 

1939  .. 

1940  .. 

1941  .. 

1942  .. 


1,011 
1,314 
1 ,334 
1,444 
1,567 
1,370 
1,259 
1,210 
762 
935 


^stitution^  Increased  demands  were  made  on  the  bed  accom¬ 
modation  for  the  treatment  of  Pulmonary  cases 
with  a  consequent  waiting  list  of  patients.  An  additional  ward 
was  erected  at  Didworthy  Sanatorium,  and  wards  at  Mount  Gold 
Hospital  which  had  been  evacuated  owing  to  the  heavy  air  raids, 
were  re-opened.  As  a  result,  by  early  1943,  there  were  in  use  137 
beds  at  Didworthy  Sanatoruim  and  72  beds  at  Mount  Gold  Hospital 
—a  total  of  209  beds. 


Voluntary  Tuberculosis  Care  and  After-Care  Committee .  The 

Organisations.  ac^.jvhies  0f  this  body  of  voluntary  workers  have 

proved  of  great  value  to  the  Department.  Appreciation  is  extended 
to  the  members  and  supporters  for  the  valuable  assistance  allowed 
to  the  cases  receiving  their  attention. 


The  number  of  cases  helped  during  the  year  was  272. 


Council  of  .  This  organisation  still  continues  to  work  in 
Social  Service.  0pera^0n  witH  this  Department  and  thanks 

due  for  its  services. 


co- 

are 
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MOUNT  GOLD  TUBERCULOSIS  AND  ORTHOPAEDIC 

HOSPITAL. 

Report  of  the  Medical  Superintendent. 

General.  The  bec[  complement  of  the  Orthopaedic  section 

remains  at  120  of  which  50  beds  are  reserved  for 
E.M.S.  purposes.  Two  wards  totalling  57  beds  were  again  available 
for  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  patients.  A  further  15  beds  for  Pul¬ 
monary  patients  were  opened  early  in  1943. 

Orthopaedic  Increased  use  has  been  made  of  the  orthopaedic 

Section.  . 

hospital.  In  addition  to  the  usual  orthopaedic 
work  129  fracture  cases  have  been  admitted,  and  a  fracture  clinic 
is  held  each  Monday  at  10  a.m.  for  ambulant  fracture  cases. 

The  total  number  of  admissions  for  1942  was  434  which  is  102 
more  than  the  previous  highest  total  number  of  admissions  in  any  one 
year.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  year  the  number  of  cases  awaiting 
admission  to  the  Orthopaedic  Hospital  was  nil. 

Admissions  for  the  past  five  years  are  shown  in  the  following 
table  : — 


Plymouth  Cases. 

1942 

1941 

1940 

1939 

1938 

Tuberculosis  Department 

65 

61 

47 

44 

,  39 

M.  &  C.W.  Department 

9 

5 

6 

9 

18 

School  Medical  Department 

16 

12 

12 

21 

28 

Other  Plymouth  Cases 

134 

78 

47 

90 

83 

Total  Plymouth  Cases 

% 

224 

156 

112 

164 

168 

£ 

Non-Plymouth  Cases/ 

1942 

1941 

1940 

1939 

1938 

Devon  County  Council 

22 

22 

38 

48 

39 

Cornwall  County  Council 

9 

7 

5 

9 

18 

Exeter  City  . 

— 

— 

1 

2 

4 

Devonian  Association  for 

- 

Cripples'  Aid  . 

4 

4 

22 

43 

35 

Other  Cases  . 

29 

1 

22 

56 

50 

Total  Non-Plymouth  Cases 

64 

34 

88 

158 

146 
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E.M.S.  Cases 

1942 

1941 

1940 

1939 

1938 

Service 

85 

27 

— 

— 

Civilian  . 

59 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  E.M.S.  Cases 

144 

27 

— 

— 

— 

Grand  Total  of  Admissions 

434 

217 

200 

322 

314 

Total  Discharges  . 

388 

230 

245 

332 

305 

The  following  table  gives  a  comparison  of  the  classification  of 
the  cases  admitted  during  the  last  five  years  : — 


1942 

1941 

1940 

1939 

1938 

1. 

Tuberculosis  of  Bones  . . . 

92 

93 

138 

79 

72 

2. 

After  results  of  Anterior 

Poliomyelitis  . 

6 

9 

9 

7 

12 

3. 

Deformities — congenital 

and  acquired  . 

35 

19 

33 

63 

64 

4. 

After  results  of  injuries 

32 

34 

57 

51 

50 

5. 

Chronic  and  Acute  Non- 

4 

T.B.  Osteomyelitis 

11 

7 

16 

11 

10 

6. 

Chronic  Non-T.B.  Arthritis 

28 

20 

34 

48 

50 

7. 

Rickets  ... 

2 

5 

7 

7 

15 

8. 

Diseases  and  injuries  of 

the  Peripheral  Nerve 
and  Spinal  Cord 

1 

2 

1 

5 

6 

9. 

Other  conditions 

61 

30 

32 

56 

35 

10. 

Fractures 

129 

— 

— 

— 

— 

The  total  number  of  patient  days  was  22,164,  and  the  average 
duration  of  stay  of  patients  discharged  during  the  year  was  51. 
The  percentage  of  bed  patients  was  90%  and  the  average  bed 
occupation  60. 
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The  following  table  also  gives  a  comparative  study  of  the  work 
carried  out  during  the  last  five  years : — 


1942 

1941 

1940 

1939 

1938 

Surgical  Operations . 

157 

90 

113 

143 

192 

Manipulations  under  anaesthesia. 

95 

29 

28 

97 

77 

X-Ray  Examinations 

979 

506 

626 

731 

651 

Aspirations  . 

28 

53 

66 

73 

59 

Pathological  Examinations  ... 

35 

54 

7 

85 

88 

5"ray  The  work  of  this  department  is  increasing  rapidly 

Department.  .  or,/ 

as  is  shown  by  the  monthly  totals  of  examinations. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

April 

May 

June 

48 

51 

67 

42 

41 

72 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Opt. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

78 

78 

97 

138 

153 

114 

The  following  table  gives  an  analysis  of  the  X-ray  films  taken. 


1942 

1941 

1940 

1939 

1938 

Tuberculosis  Department 

236 

205 

51 

185 

160 

M.  &  C.W.  Department 

19 

22 

33 

45 

45 

School  Medical  Department 

23 

11 

26 

23 

36 

Other  Plymouth  Cases . 

320 

112 

151 

190 

153 

Devon  County  Council . 

38 

27 

11 

113 

102 

Cornwall  County  Council 

11 

12 

18 

49 

57 

Devonian  Association  for 

Cripples’  Aid 

9 

— 

44 

56 

41 

Others  ... 

78 

51 

36 

74 

57 

F  M  S 

-i-V  •  lli.  •  w  •  •••  •••  ••• 

245 

55 

-I 

33 

— 

— 

Totals  ...  ...  .;. 

979 

495 

403 

735 

651 

The  number  of  films  used  during  the  year  was  1815. 
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Out-Patient  Mr.  Capener  holds  this  clinic  twice  a  month 

Department. 

(second  and  fourth  Fridays).  Mr.  Kennedy  holds 
a  Fracture  and  Orthopaedic  clinic  each  Monday. 

Out-patient  treatment  is  carried  out  daily. 

Number  of  initial  examinations  by  the  surgeons  . .  278 
Number  of  subsequent  examinations  by  the  surgeons  856 

New  patients  (278)  who  attended  were  sent  by  the  following  : — 


Tuberculosis  Department . 

M.  &  C.W.  Department  ... 

School  Medical  Department 

Other  Plymouth  Cases  . 

Plymouth  Public  Assistance 
Cornwall  County  Council  (School  Medical 
Department) 

Others  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

F  M  S 

*  ^  *  i-’J.  •  V-_/  •  •••  •••  •••  •*■> 


20 

57 

4 

114 

2 

4 

22 
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Patients  treated  by  the  Massage  Department  Staff : — 

In-Patients.  Out-Patients. 


Tuberculosis  Department  ...  23 

M.  &  C.W.  Department  ...  5 

School  Medical  Department  ...  4 

Other  Plymouth  Cases  ...  53 

Devon  County  Council  ...  4 

Cornwall  County  Council  (Corn¬ 
wall  County  School  Medical 
Officer)  ...  ...  ...  3 

Devonian  Association  for 

Cripples’  Aid  ...  ...  5 

Others  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Staff  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

E.M.S.  .  21 


15 

22 

3 

75 


Orthopaedic  The  good  work  carried  out  m  the  school  continues 
Hospital  School.  .  .  „„  .  .  . 

as  m  previous  years.  Ihe  school  was  re-opened 

on  the  5th  January,  1942,  with  8  pupils  (5  girls  and  3  boys)  making 
a  total  of  58  children  who  have  received  instruction  during  the  year. 
Of  these  39  were  discharged  leaving  19  on  the  register  on  the  18th 
December.  Of  the  58  (total-  number  who  received  instruction 
during  the  year)  who  attended  school  during  the  year  51  were 
of  normal  school  age  and  7  of  nursery  school  age. 


56 


The  school  was  opened  400  times  with  a  total  attendance  of 
5352  making  an  average  attendance  of  13.5  out  of  a  possible  atten¬ 
dance  of  13.9. 


Pulmonary  The  following  table  gives  statistics  for  the  past 
Tuberculosis  °  °  r 

Section  five  years  : — 


1942 

1941 

1940 

1939 

1938 

Admissions  . 

120 

91 

93 

151 

156 

Discharges  ... 

59 

37 

89 

127 

94 

Deaths 

41 

29 

45 

50 

55 

The  total  number  of  in-patients  days  was  13,557.  The  average 
length  of  stay  of  those  patients  who  were  discharged  or  who  died 
during  the  year  was  91 J  days. 

The  percentage  of  bed  patients  admitted  was  100%,  the  average 
bed  occupation  being  37. 


Didworthy  Sanatorium 

Report  of  the  Medical  Superintendent. 

Total  beds  available — 137,  70  for  men  and  boys,  and  67  for 
women  and  girls. 

Admissions.  The  total  number  of  admissions  for  the  year  was 

173,  94  men,  75  women,  1  girl  and  3  boys,  of  whom 
171  were  sent  by  the  City  of  Plymouth  and  2  women  by  the  County 
of  Cornwall. 

Classification  of  Admissions  : — 


Pulmonary  minus  cases  .... 

Men 

38 

Women 

33 

Boys 

2 

Girls 

1 

43.19% 

Pulmonary  plus  1  cases  .... 

11 

13 

1 

— 

14.45% 

Pulmonary  plus  2  cases  .... 

37 

24 

— 

— 

35.26% 

Pulmonary  plus  3  cases  .... 

4 

4 

— 

— 

4.62% 

Non-Pulmonary  cases  .... 

4 

1 

— 

— 

2.21% 

N.B.— Of  the  cases  admitted  “  Pulmonary  minus  ”19  became 
“  Pulmonary  Plus  ”  on  investigation  at  the  Institution, 


Discharges.  The  total  number  of  discharges  for  the  year  was 

160.  Ninety-four  Men,  59  Women,  6  Girls  and 
1  Boy,  of  whom  159  were  sent  by  the  City  of  Plymouth  and  1  (a 
Woman)  by  the  County  of  Cornwall. 


Classification 

of  Discharges  : — 

Men 

Women 

Girls 

Boys 

Pulmonary 

Quiescent 

13 

10 

3 

1 

minus  cases. 

Very  much  improved 

8 

4 

1 

— 

Not  improved 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Pulmonary 

Quiescent 

4 

4 

1 

— 

plus  1  cases 

Very  much  improved 

4 

4 

— 

— 

Not  improved 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pulmonary 

Ouiescent 

4 

— 

— 

plus  2  cases 

Very  much  improved 

30 

15 

— 

— 

Not  improved 

6 

1  . 

— 

Pulmonary 

Quiescent 

— 

— 

— 

— 

plus  3  cases 

Very  much  improved 

7 

6 

— 

- 

Not  improved 

10 

5 

— 

— 

Non-Pulmonary 

Quiescent 

1 

1 

1 

— 

cases 

Very  much  improved 

2 

— 

— 

- 

. 

Not  improved 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Deaths 

4 

8 

58 
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Summarising  this  we  get  the  following  - 

25.0%  cases  discharged  “  Quiescent  ”  (Pulmonary). 

49.37%  cases  discharged  “Very  much  improved”  (Pul¬ 
monary)  . 

15.0%  cases  discharged  “  Not  improved  ”  (Pulmonary). 

1.87%  cases  discharged  “Quiescent”  (Non-Pulmonary). 

1.25%  cases  discharged  “Very  much  improved  ”  (Non- 
Pulmonary.) 

7.50%  “  Deaths.” 

The  Total  Number  of  Patients  Treated  During  the 
Year  was  282. 


ged  .  The  total  number  of  patients  days  for  the  year 

Occupation. 

was  45,705.  An  average  struck  over  the  whole 
year  shows  the  average  bed  occupation  to  have  been  123.22  daily. 
The  average  length  of  stay  of  cases  discharged  during  the  year  was 
286.52  days. 


The  total  number  of  bed  patient  days  was  20,565  which  re¬ 
presents  44.99%  patients  in  bed  daily  of  the  total  number  of  cases 
treated. 


Tests  l0^iCal  The  total  number  of  sputum  examinations  during 

the  year  was  543. 

The  total  number  of  urine  examinations  during  the  year  was  636. 

The  drinking  water  used  in  the  Institution  from  all  sources  of 
supply  is  bacteriologically  examined  periodically  and  has  always 
been  found  to  be  of  a  very  good  standard. 

The  milk  produced  at  the  Institution  and  the  milk  supplied  by 
Contract  has  been  periodically  bacteriologically  examined  and  it 
has  always  been  found  to  be  satisfactory. 
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Specialised  Treatments. 

(a)  Artificial  Pneumothorax  Therapy. 

„  Total  number  of  patients  treated  during  the  year  was  22. 
This  has  necessitated  a  total  of  303  refills. 

(b)  Aur other  apy. 

During  the  year  we  Treated  65  patients  by  injections  of 
gold  salts  ( Aurotherapy) . 

I  am  pleased  to  say  that  none  of  these  cases  developed 
any  serious  complications  during  treatment  by  this  method. 
The  total  number  of  intra-muscular  injections  of  gold  salts 
during  the  year  was  650. 

(e)  Tuberculin  (. P.T.O .  Bovine). 

We  have  treated  a  number  of  Non-Pulmonary  forms  of 
Tuberculosis  with  the  above  preparation  and  the  results 
have  been  very  satisfactory. 

The  total  number  of  cases  treated  by  the  above  method 
was  12.  This  has  necessitated  a  total  number  of  220 
injections. 

(d)  Aspirations  of  Pleural  Cavity.  14. 

Comparison.  it  wpi  be  remembered  that  at  the  commencement 

of  the  year  we  increased  our  bed  state  to  140  beds 
and  this  shows  a  very  interesting  comparison  : — 


1941 

1942 

Total  number  of  admissions  ... 

105 

173 

Total  number  of  discharges  ... 

89 

160 

Total  number  of  patient  days 

...  37594 

45705 

Total  number  of  bed  patient  days 

...  17322 

20565 

Total  number  of  patients  treated 

...  198 

282 

Artificial  Pneumothorax  cases 

...  9 

22 

Cases  treated  by  Auroeherapy 

41 

65 

Increased  In  March.  1942,  a  new  block  was  opened  to  accom- 

Bed  State.  _  ’ 

modate  24  women. 

This  increased  the  total  number  of  beds  available  to  140. 
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The  City  General  Hospital 


Report  of  the  Medical  Superintendent. 


The  following  table  summarises  certain  statistics  of  a  general 
nature  on  the  work  of  the  City  Hospital : — 

(1)  Total  number  of  admissions,  including  infants 

born  in  the  Hospital  .  2960 

(2)  Number  of  discharges  .  2443 

(3)  Number  of  deaths  .  435 

(4)  Patients  treated  to  a  conclusion  .  2878 

(5)  Duration  of  stay  of  patients  treated  to  a  con¬ 
clusion  : 

(a)  Under  four  weeks  .  2265 


(b)  Over  four  weeks  and  under 
weeks 


(c)  Thirteen  weeks  or  more 

(6)  In-patient  days  . 

(7)  Average  duration  of  stay . 

(8)  Number  of  available  beds 

(9)  Number  of  beds  occupied : 

(a)  Average . 

(b)  Highest — on  27/10/42  ... 

(c)  Lowest — on  1/1/42 

(10)  Number  of  women  confined  in  Hospital 

(11)  Number  of  live  births  . 

(12)  Number  of  stillbirths  . 

(13)  Deaths  of  newly  bom  (under  4  weeks) 

(14)  Number  of  maternal  deaths 

(15)  Number  of  surgical  operations 

(16)  Number  of  X-ray  investigations  ... 

(17)  Number  of  pathological  investigations 

(18)  Number  of  patients  treated  in  Dental  Dept. 
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thirteen 


501 
112 
83,754 
29.1  days 
337 

223 
287 
163 
193 
186 
16 
27 
4 

1072 
1612 
2922 
73 


Nurses’  The  Nurses’  Training  School  had  a  very  good 

Training  School.  record  during  the  year  and  the  following  results 

were  obtained  : — 

(A)  State  Registration  Examination. 

Entered.  Passed  .Re-entries. 

Preliminary .  19  19  — 

Final  ...  ...  ...  ...  22  22  — 

(B)  Certificate  of  the  Central  Midwives  Board.  Part  I. 

Entered.  Passed.  Re-entries. 

19  17  — 


Statistical  Tables. 

Patients  remaining  in  hospital — 1st  Jan.,  1942  ...  163 

Patients  admitted  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2774 

Births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 30 


3023 

Patients  discharged  .  2443 

Patients  died  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  435 


Patients  treated  to  a  conclusion  . 

Patients  remaining  in  hospital — 31st  Dec.,  1942  . . . 


2878 

245 


Admissions — Age  and  Sex  Distributions. 


Births 

Under  1  year 

I- 3  years  ... 
3-5  years  . . . 
5-11  years 

II- 16  years 
Adults 


Male. 

Female. 

Total 

102 

84 

186 

74 

74 

148 

53 

.  37 

90 

43 

24 

67 

106 

108 

214 

38 

32 

70 

909 

1276 

2185 

1325  1635  2960 


Of  the  2,581  patients  admitted  for  treatment  during  the  year 
(excluding  maternity  cases  and  births)  70  (2.4%)  were  between  the 
•the  ages  of  11  and  16  years  and  519  were  under  the  age  of  11  years 
(20.1%). 
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Analysis  of  Deaths  in  Age  Groups. 
Total  number  of  deaths  435. 


Ages. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Under  1  year 

29 

25 

54 

1  to  5  years 

4 

3 

7 

5  to  10  years 

— 

1 

1 

10  to  15  years 

...  — 

2 

2 

15  to  25  years 

3 

7 

10 

25  to  35  years 

3 

10 

13 

35  to  45  years 

11 

9 

20 

45  to  55  years 

30 

14 

44 

55  to  65  years 

49 

25 

74 

65  to  75  years 

74 

42 

116 

Over  75  years 

48 

46 

94 

Deaths  within  24  hours  of  admission  (included  above) — 59 
•6% 

Causes  : — 


Neonatal  . 

•  ♦  • 

♦  •  •  1  ^t1 

Terminal — 

Acute  disease  ... 

•  • « 

...  19 

Chronic  Disease 

•  •  • 

...  26 

Violence  . 

•  •  • 

...  Nil 
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ANALYSIS  OF  WORK  OF  DEPARTMENTS. 


General.  The  inset  table  gives  details  of  the  work  of  all  the 

departments  of  the  hospital  in  the  form  of  a 
classification  of  all  patients  treated  to  a  conclusion. 


Surgery  and  Operations  in  Main  Theatre  : 

Anaesthetics. 


Abdominal  ... 

•  •  ♦ 

•  •  * 

130 

Genito-Urinary 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

208 

Gynaecological 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

185 

Ear,  Nose  and  Throat 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

200 

Maternity  (including  Caesarean 

Sections) 

42 

Others 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

307 

Anaesthetics  . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1004 

Maternity.  Number  of  available  beds  ... 


Number  of  patients  admitted 
Number  of  cases  delivered  by  : 

(a)  Midwives  ... 

(b)  Doctors  . 


5 

•  •  •  •  •  •  v_^ 

(increased  in 
emergency  to  9) 
.  218 

.  130 

...  ...  63 


(A)  Ante-Natal  Department. 


Number  of  sessions  ...  ...  ...  52 

Number  of  attendances  .  1929 

Average  number  of  attendances  per  session  37 
Number  of  expectant  mothers  seen  ...  499 

Average  number  of  attendances  made  by 

each  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Referred  for  X-ray  examination  ...  53 

Referred  to  Consultant  Obstetrical  Clinic  20 

Referred  to  V.D.  Clinic  .  — 


Consultant  Obstetrical  Clinic , 
New  Cases 
Total  attendances 

Post  Natal  Clinic: 

New  Cases 
Total  attendances 


57 

95 

247 

298 
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CLASSIFICATION  OF  IN-PATIENTS  WHO  WERE 
DISCHARGED  FROM  OR  WHO  DIED  IN  THE  INSTITUTION 
DURING  THE  YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  1942- 
(E.M.S.  Cases  not  Included.) 
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(B)  In-Patient  Department. 

(i)  Mothers: 

193  Mothers  gave  birth  to  203  children. 
There  were  10  cases  of  twin  Birth. 


How  Admitted: 


Through  Ante-Natal  Clinic . 

123 

Emergency  . 

95 

Patients  discharged  not  in  labour  . . . 

15 

Total  admitted 

218 

Parous  State : 

Primipara  . 

103 

Multipara  . .. 

90 

Presentations, : 

Vertex  ...  ... 

172 

Face  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

1 

Breech — Uncomplicated 

16 

,,  Complicated 

9 

B.B.A. 

7 

(2)  Obstetrical  Operations : 

Instrumental  deliveries 

8 

Surgical  inductions  of  labour 

24 

Caesarean  Section 

41 

Internal  V ersion 

2 

External  Version 

1 

Scalp  Traction 

1 

(3)  Maternal  Deaths 


\ether  admitted 

Mode  of 

Maternal 

Number 

n  A.N.  Clinic 

delivery 

Complications 

o  f  Cases 

No 

Spontaneous 

Puerperal  Septicaemia 

1 

No 

Spontaneous 

Post  Partum  Shock 

1 

Pre-eclamptic  toxaemia 

1 

No 

Caesarean 

Section 

Dystocia 

1 

No 

Undelivered 

Eclampsia 

1 
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(4)  Pyrexial  Cases. 

Nine  cases  delivered  in  this  hospital  were  Pyrexial  (Ministry  , 
of  Health  standard).  No  deaths  in  this  group. 

(5)  Infants. 


Births  ... 

203 

Premature 

40 

Mature  ... 

163 

Survival  : — 

Bom  and  survived  ... 

187 

Born  and  died  (within  4  weeks) 

15 

,,  ,,  ,,  (within  10  days) 

15 

Stillbirths 

16 

Thus  of  203  infants  born,  15  died  in  the  Neonatal  period  of 

4  weeks,  and  16  were  stillborn,  15.3%  ;  of  187  infants  born  alive. 

15  died,  8%. 


(6)  Causes  of  Neonatal  Deaths  [within  10  days ) 
Foetal 

Prematurity  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Atelectasis  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Maternal : — 

Maternal  Dystocia  ...  ...  ...  2 


Radiological  Total  Radiographic  Examinations  ...  1612 

Department,  j^a-diograplns  .  ...  901 

Lipiodol  Examinations  ...  ...  17 

Opaque  Meal  Examinations  ...  131 

Cholecystograms  ...  ...  ...  63 


Pyelography  : — 
Rectograde 
Intravenous 

Dental  Sessions  held  ... 

Department.  ,.  ,  ,  ,  , 

Patients  treated 

Scalings 

Extractions 

Others 

66 


18 

79 


73 

2 

48 

5 
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ANNUAL  PATIENT  STATISTICS, 


Year  ending 
31/12/40 

Year  ending 
31/12/41 

Year  ending 
31/12/42 

Admissions 

Births  ... 

3252 

475 

2206 

208 

2774 

186 

Totals  ... 

3727 

2414 

2960 

Discharges 

Deaths 

3024 

630 

>  2281 

368 

2443 

435 

Totals  ... 

3854 

2649 

2878 

Patient  days  ... 

120,126 

62,297 

83,754 

Daily  average  Beds 
occupied 

346 

163 

223 

Highest  Number 

421 

400 

287 

Lowest  Number 

* 

253 

57 

163 

Average  stay . 

34.6  days 

25.8  days 

31.09  days 

Comments.  Fortunately  the  hospital  has  not  suffered  further 
as  a  result  of  enemy  air  attacks  during  the  past  year.  Recovery 
from  the  extensive  damage  of  1941  so  far  as  work  and  the  efficiency 
of  the  hospital  is  concerned,  has  been  rapid  and  reasonably  complete. 
Certain  of  the  beds  remain  out  of  action,  accommodation  having 
been  permanently  destroyed,  but  reconstruction  of  the  Maternity 
Ward  has  proceeded  very  satisfactorily  and  is  now  almost  complete. 
It  will  be  remembered  that  this  Block  was  unfortunately  severely 
damaged  very  shortly  after  it  had  first  come  into  use. 

The  return  of  the  population  to  Plymouth  and  the  use  of  the 
hospital  as  a  “  Service  ”  Hospital  have  made  steady  increase  in 
the  demands  of  the  hospital  and  the  beds  are  now  in  very  full 
occupation,  having  regard  to  the  special  emergencies  of  the  War. 

67 


h 


Iirfioif nd  ^  *S  necessary  a§ain  to  refer  to  the  ever  increasing 

problem  of  the  shortage  of  accommodation  for 
those  who  are  aged  and  also  infirm.  There  is  a  pressing  need  for 
such  accommodation.  Age  by  itself  is  no  reason  for  institutional 
care.  On  the  contrary  the  suggestion  of  transference  to  a  Home  is 
extremely  resented  and  resisted  by  the  medically  fit  aged  persons, 
who  have  usually  developed  a  strong  sense  of  individualism  and 
independence  throughout  their  long  career.  Many  in  fact  have  a 
feeling  of  superiority  over  their  surroundings  in  consequence  of 
having  lived  their  anticipated  length  of  life.  But  for  those  whose 
strength  is  impaired  and  who  are  in  need  of  constant  attention 
for  their  infirmities,  the  problem  of  accommodation  becomes 
steadily  more  pressing.  Some  relief  may  be  anticipated  from  a 
Home  Nursing  Service,  but  with  the  increasing  mobilisation  of  the 
active  population,  many  of  whom  devoted  much  attention  to  the 
care  of  their  aged  relatives,  a  further  development  of  hospital 
accommodation  is  likely  to  become  necessary. 

This,  however,  is  no  short  term  problem  only ;  the  steady 
increase  in  the  population  of  the  older  age  groups  makes  it  a  problem 
for  the  future  also. 

Maternity  There  has  been  a  steady  increasing  use  of  the 

Accommodation.  . 

accommodation  m  the  Maternity  Ward  at  the 

City  Hospital,  more  beds  being  brought  into  use  as  the  accom¬ 
modation  is  repaired.  Flete,  which  is  the  emergency  Maternity 
Home,  has  continued  to  give  excellent  service.  It  has  accom¬ 
modation  for  lying-in  cases  and  for  expectant  mothers,  benefiting 
considerably  from  their  ante-natal  stay  under  the  excellent  con¬ 
ditions  which  prevail.  We  are  indebted  to  Lord  Mildmay  for  his 
generosity  in  allowing  the  use  of  Flete  and  for  his  constant  interest 
and  encouragement. 

Nursery  for  The  Warleigh  House  Nursery,  Tamerton  Foliot, 
Healthy  Children  &  /  Tx  • 

continues  its  beneficial  work.  It  is  now  m  use 

mainly  for  children  under  two  years  with  a  few  for  short  stay  up 

to  three  years  of  age.  The  “  long-stay  ”  Home  at  Canonteign  was 

transferred  to  the  care  of  the  Devon  County  Council  early  in  the 

year. 

On  proceeding  on  War  Service  I  should  like  to  take  this 
opportunity  of  recording  my  thanks  to  all  members  of  the  Hospital 
Staff  of  whose  loyal  and  conscientious  service  during  the  past 
ten  years  I  have  been  extremely  conscious. 
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Port  Health  Department. 


Report  of  Senior  Assistant  Port  Medical  Officer. 

The  staff  of  the  Port  Health  Authority  has  been  greatly  reduced, 
but  routine  sanitary  inspection  of  vessels  is  carried  out  and  the 
services  of  a  doctor  are  available  at  all  times  for  the  Medical 
Inspection  of  aliens  or  refugees  and  attendance  on  suspected  cases 
of  infectious  disease  or  injured  seamen  arriving  at  the  port. 

The  Port  Health ,  Authority  Launch  has  been  requisitioned 
for  Admiralty  Service,  satisfactory  alternative  sea  transport 
arrangements  having  been  made  with  the  King’s  Harbour  Master. 

Whilst  no  information  relating  to  the  number  of  ships  or 
passengers  arriving  at  the  port  may  be  disclosed  the  following 
figures  are  available  : — 

TABLE  A. 

Inspection  of  Vessels. 


Number 

Inspec 

S.I. 

of  Vessels 
ted  by 
M.O. 

Number  ■ 
reported  to 
be  defective 

Number  of 
Vessels 
where  defects  r 
where 
remedied 

Number  of  Vessels 
reported  as  having 
had  infectious 
disease  during 
voyage 

!  Routine 
[1 

7 

20 

19 

1 

TABLE  C. 
Infectious  Disease. 


Cases  of  Infectious  Sickness  on 

/ 

Vessels 

Disease 

Number  of  Cases 

V  D 

r  «  -M—S  e  •••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

79 

Scabies  ...  ...  ...  ... 

•  •  • 

19 

Influenza 

. . . 

5 
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There  has  been  a  decrease  in  the  number  of  cases  of  Scabies 
discovered  amongst  seamen,  but  the  incidents  of  Venereal  Disease 
is  higher  than  the  preceeding  year. 


Smallpox 

Contacts. 


Twenty  four  members  of  the  crew  of  a  vessel 
arriving  at  Glasgow  on  the  29th  May  with  Small¬ 
pox  on  board  proceeded  to  private  addresses  at  Plymouth.  These 
contacts  were  kept  under  strict  surveillence  at  their  homes. 


Revaccinations  were  performed  if  it  appeared  that  the  previous 
vaccinations  performed  on  board  the  vessel  had  not  “  taken." 


No  cases  of  smallpox  developed. 


Rodent  Control.  Great  attention  has  been  paid  throughout  the 

year  to  the  destruction  of  rats  in  warehouses 
and  dock  buildings. 


TABLE  E.  &  F. 

Rats  destroyed  during  the  year. 


Number  of 

$ 

Total  for  Year 

Baits  laid  . 

Rats  destroyed  . 

6359 

1813 

TABLE  H. 


Deratisation  Certificates  and  Deratisation  Exemption  Certificates 

issued  during  the  Year  1942. 


— # — 

No.  of  Deratisation  Certificates  Issued 

No.  of 
Deratisation 
Exemption 
Certificates 

Total 

Certificates 

Issued 

After  fumigation  with 

After 

T  rapping, 
Poisoning 
etc. 

Total 

H.C.N . 

Sulphur 

— 

— 

— 

6 

6 

■% 
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TABLE  j. 


Classification  of  Nuisances. 


Nationality 
of  Vessels 

Number 
inspected 
during 
the  year 

Defects  of 
original 
construc¬ 
tion 

Structural 
defects 
through 
wear  and 

tear 

i — 

Dirt, 
vermin 
and  other 
conditions 
prejudicial 
to  health 

British  ... 

Routine 

®  __ 

6 

18 

Other  Nations  ... 

Routine 

14 

20 

Food  inspection  has  been  dealt  with  under  the  Health  Depart¬ 
ment’s  Scheme  for  the  City. 


School  Medical  Department 


Report  of  the  School  Medical  Officer. 

The  restricted  Medical  and  Dental  Services  given  during  1941 
on  the  lines  suggested  in  Board  of  Education  Circulars  1523  and 
1559  were  continued,  except  for  the  changes  outlined  below. 

StaJf-  Whilst  the  numbers  of  school  children  in  the  City 

gradually  increased  from  roughly  12,000  in  January 
to  17,000  in  December  the  Medical  and  Dental  Staffs  remained 
reduced  to  three  medical  Officers,  giving  time  to  the  School  Medical 
Service  equivalent  to  two  and  a  half  whole- time  Officers,  and  two 
whole-time  Dental  Surgeons,  each  with  an  attendant.  Attempts 
were  made  towards  the  end  of  the  year  to  obtain  a  third  dental 
Surgeon  to  provide  for  the  increased  numbers  of  children  in  the  City, 
but  they  were  unsuccessful.  The  full  Staff  of  ten  whole-time  nurses 
was  maintained  and  they  were  assisted  in  the  last  few  months  of  the 
year  by  several  Nursing  Auxiliaries  from  the  Civil  Defence  Casualty 
Services,  giving  time  equivalent  to  one  and  a  half  whole-time  nurses. 

Medical  and  All  “  entrants  ”  received  a  full  routine  Medical 
Dental  Inspection  .  . 

and  Treatment.  Inspection  as  soon  as  possible  after  their  admittance 

to  school.  Full  surveys  of  all  other  children  were  carried  out  by 

the  Medical  Officers  until  the  receipt  of  Board  of  Education  Circular 

1604  when  they  were  replaced  by  the  full  routine  Medical  Inspections 

of  children  in  their  last  year  of  school  life  suggested  in  the  Circular. 

The  additional  duties  performed  by  the  Nurses  in  1941  were 
continued,  but  in  spite  of  this  the  average  number  of  visits  paid  by 
the  Nurses  to  each  school  during  the  year  was  22.8.  At  these  visits 
the  Nurses  made  routine  cleanliness  inspections  of  the  children  and 
also  inspected  them  for  malnutrition  and  other  defects  including  de¬ 
fective  vision,  referring  those  in  need  of  treatment  to  the  Medical 
Officers  at  the  Clinics. 

The  reduced  number  of  Medical  Officers’  Inspection  Clinics 
and  the  full  number  of  Nurses'  Minor  Ailment  Treatment  Clinics 
were  continued  and  the  numbers  of  children  attending  them  in¬ 
creased  considerably. 
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A  special  Scabies  Treatment  Clinic  for  both  children  and  adults 
was  opened  in  March,  staffed  partly  by  School  Nurses  and  partly 
by  Nurses  and  Nursing  Auxiliaries  of  the  Civil  Defence  Casualty 
Services,  and  by  the  end  of  the  year  4,891  treatments  had  been 
given  to  school  children  in  addition  to  treatments  given  at  the  Minor 
Ailments  Clinics. 

At  the  Eye  Clinic  an  arrangement  commenced  during  the  year 
whereby  a  representative  of  the  firm  of  opticians  attends  the  Clinic, 
at  each  session  held  by  the  School  Oculist,  for  the  purpose  of 
measuring  and  fitting  spectacles. 

The  restricted  Dental  Service  was  continued  on  the  same  lines 
as  in  1941. 

Compared  with  1941  there  was  a  general  increase  in  the  numbers 
of  Medical  and  Dental  Inspections  made  and  in  the  treatments  given. 


Welfare  of  the 
Children. 


It  is  very  satisfactory  to  be  able  to  report  again 
that  the  war  does  not  appear  to  have  had  any 
detrimental  effect  on  the  mental  welfare  of  the  children. 


In  addition  no  signs  were  discovered  of  any  deterioration  in 
the  general  physical  condition  of  the  children.  On  the  contrary  the 
figures  for  nutrition  indicate  an  improvement,  although  they  only 
refer  to  the  children,  mainly  “  entrants/’  examined  at  routine 
Medical  Inspections,  and  are  not  strictly  comparable  with  the 

incomplete  figures  for  1941. 

- 

The  maintenance  of  the  general  physical  condition  of  the 
children  is  probably  partly  due  to  the  provision  of  milk  amd  meals 
at  school,  considerable  progress  being  made  with  this  during  the 
year.  At  the  beginning  of  the  year  about  700  children  were  re¬ 
ceiving  a  daily  mid-day  meal,  at  15  Centres,  chiefly  Domestic 
Science  Cookery  Centres,  the  meals  being  cooked  and  served  at 
each  Centre.  By  the  end  of  the  year  over  2,700  children  were 
receiving  meals,  at  30  Centres,  in  school  halls  and  class  rooms, 
almost  all  the  meals  being  supplied  by  the  Cooking  Depots  operating 
under  the  Ministry  of  Food. 


Scabies  was  again  prevalent,  1,571  new  cases  being  seen  at 
the  Medical  Inspection  Clinics  during  the  year.  Whilst  it  is  im¬ 
possible  to  calculate  the  incidence  of  the  disease  accurately,  on 
account  of-  the  gradually  increasing  school  population,  it  was 
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approximately  108  per  1,000  calculated  on  an  average  school 
population  during  the  year  of  14,500. 

Infestation  with,  pediculi,  varying  in  degree  from  one  nit  to 
many  live  vermin,  was  discovered  in  1,683  individual  children 
during  the  year,  an  incidence  of  116  per  1,000,  calulated  on  the 
same  basis  as  for  Scabies. 

Diphtheria  and  Scarlet  Fever  cases  remained  at  a  very  low 
level  and  Diphtheria  immunisation  was  continued  on  the  same 
lines  as  in  previous  years.  There  was  no  serious  outbreak  of  any 
other  infectious  disease. 

The  Mobile  Bath  Unit  presented  by  Messrs.  Lever  Brothers 
continued  to  give  shower  baths  throughout  the  year,  visiting  the 
same  ten  schools  in  rotation  for  one  day  each  per  fortnight,  and  was 
much  appreciated  by  the  children  and  staffs  of  the  the  school 
concerned. 

TABLE  I. 

MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS  OF  CHILDREN  ATTENDING 
PUBLIC  ELEMENTARY  SCHOOLS. 

A. — ROUTINE  MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS. 

(1)  No.  of  Inspections  in  the  prescribed  Groups  : — 

Entrants  ...  . .  1777 

Second  Age  Group  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  81 

Third  Age  Group  .  487 


Total 


2345 


(2)  No.  of  other  Routine  Inspections 

Grand  Total 


B.  OTHER  INSPECTIONS. 


No.  of  Special  Inspections  and  Re-Inspections  ... 


28,121 
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TABLE  II. 

CLASSIFICATION  OF  THE  NUTRITION  OF  CHILDREN 
INSPECTED  DURING  THE  YEAR  IN  THE  ROUTINE  AGE 

GROUPS. 

I 


Number  of 
Children 
Inspected. 

A. 

(. Excellent ) . 

B. 

{Normal) . 

C 

{Sligh 

Sub-N 

\tly 

ormal) . 

D. 

{Bad) 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

2345 

224 

9.55 

1585 

67.59 

527 

22.47 

i 

9 

0.39 

• 

TABLE  III. 

Group  I.  Treatment  of  Minor  Ailments  (excluding  uncleaniness) . 
Total  Number  of  Defects  treated  or  under  treatment 

during  the  year  under  the  Authority’s  Scheme  . . .  7649 

Group  II.  Treatment  of  Defective  Vision  and  Squint. 

Errors  of  Refraction  (including  Squint)  .  1522 

Other  defect  or  disease  of  the  Eyes  (excluding  those 

recorded  in  Group  I.) .  605 


Total  . .  2127 


Under  the 

Authority's 

Number  of  Children  for  whom  Spectacles  were  : — 

Scheme. 

(a)  Prescribed . 

632 

{b)  Obtained 

483 

Group,  III.  Treatment  of  Defects  of  Nose  and  Throat. 

Under  the 
Authority's 
Scheme . 

Received  Operative  Treatment  .  124 

Received  other  forms  of  Treatment  .  61 

Total  number  treated  ...  185 
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TABLE  IV. 


DENTAL  INSPECTION  AND  TREATMENT. 


(1)  Number  of  Children  inspected  by  the  Dentist 
(a\  Routine  Age  Groups 

(b)  Specials 

(c)  Total  (Routine  and  Specials) 


4229 

1139 

5368 


(2)  Number  found  to  require  treatment 


4349 


(3)  Number  actually  treated 


2769 


(4)  « Attendances  made  by  children  for  treatment 


7536 


(5)  Half-days  devoted  to- 
Inspection 
Treatment 


(6)  Fillings— 

Permanent  Teeth 
Temporary  Teeth 


Total 


Total 


27 

955 


982 


3925 

88 

4013 


(7)  Extractions- — 

Permanent  Teeth 
Temporary  Teeth 


Total 


1237 

4832 

6069 


(8)  Administrations  of  general  anaesthetics  for  extractions  1817 


(9)  Other  Operations — 
Permanent  Teeth 
Temporary  Teeth 


Total 


959 

81 


1040 
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TABLE  V, 


VERMINOUS  CONDITIONS. 

(i)  Average  number  of  visits  per  school  made  during  the 

year  by  the  School  N urses  or  other  authorised  persons  22.8 

(ii)  Total  number  of  examinations  of  children  in  the 

Schools  by  School  Nurses  or  other  authorised  persons  1 10,250 

(iii)  Number  of  individual  children  found  unclean  ...  1683 

. 

I 

(iv)  Number  of  individual  children  cleansed  under  Section 

87  (2)  and  (3)  of  the  Education  Act,  1921  ...  370 

(v)  Number  of  cases  in  which  legal  proceedings  were 

taken  : — 

(a)  Under  the  Education  Act,  1921  .  Nil 

(b)  Under  School  Attendance  Bye-Laws  ...  ...  Nil 


TABLE  VI. 

BLIND  AND  DEAF  CHILDREN. 

Number  of  totally  or  almost  totally  Blind  and  Deaf  children 
who  are  not  at  the  present  time  receiving  education  suitable  for  their 
special  needs.  The  return  should  relate  to  all  such  children 
including  evacuees  resident  in  the  Authority’s  area. 


1. 

2. 

3. 

At  a  Public 

At  an  Institu- 

At  no  School 

Elementary 

tion  other  than 

or 

School 

a  Special  School 

Institution 

Blind  Children 

— 

— 

t 

Deaf  Children 

— 

— 

— 

77 


TABLE  VII. 


i 


SCHOOL  MEDICAL  AND  DENTAL  STAFF. 

e 


i 

Proportion 

devol 

of  whole-time 
ed  to 

Name  of  Officer 

School 

Medical 

Service 

Public 

Health 

S.M.O.  Dr.  T.  Peirson 

2/11 

9/11 

A.S.M.O.’s  Senior — Dr.  T.  H.  Harrison  ... 

Assistants — 

Dr.  G.  B.  Carter  (Whole-time 

8/11 

3/11 

(Civil 

Defence) 

School  Medical  Service.  In  Army.) 

• — 

— 

Dr.  Christina  Thomson 

Dr.  M.  S.  Harvey  (5/11  S.M.S.  6/11 

n/n 

• - 

P.H.  In  Army.)  ... 

— • 

* 

Dr.  Megan  E.  Wilkinson  (Temporary 

Appointment  for  Duration.) 

7/11 

4/11 

Senior  Dentist. 

Dentists — 

— 

— 

Mr.  E.  Williams 

Whole 

time 

— 

Miss  N.  Johnson 

Mr.  J.  F.  Gray  (Whole  time  S.M.S. 

do. 

— 

In  Army.) 

— 

— ■ 

One  Vacancy  (Whole-time  S.M.S.) 
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SCHOOL  NURSING  STAFF. 

(excluding  Specialist  Nurses  such  as  Orthopaedic  Nurses). 


Number 

of 

officers- 

Aggregate  of  time  given  to  S.M.S. 

work  in  terms  of  whole-time  officers 

¥  '  ' 

« 

School  .Nurses 
District  Nurses 

10 

10  Whole-time 

Nursing  Assistants  ... 

— . 

U  Whole-time 

Dental  Attendants  ... 

4 

•  - 

2  Whole-time< 

s' 

in  A.T.S. 

1  Whole-time 
vacancy 

HIGHER  SCHOOLS. 

TABLE  VIII. 

A.  Number  of  Routine  Medical  Inspections  ...  ...  718 

B.  Number  of  Special  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  402 

Grand  Total  ...  ...  ...  1120 


TABLE  IX. 

CLASSIFICATION  OF  THE  NUTRITION  OF  CHILDREN 
INSPECTED  DURING  THE  YEAR, 


Number  of 
Children 
Inspected 

A. 

(. Excellent ) 

i 

B 

(Nor 

r 

• 

mat) 

— 

c 

(SUg 

Sub-N 

htly 

ormal) 

z 

(B 

). 

» 

ad) 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

No. 

0/ 

/ 0 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

718 

84 

11.70 

528 

73.54 

105 

14.62 

1 

0.14 
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